NORWALK PUBLIC SCHOOLS
SOCIAL STUDIES

SUMMER READING 2011

Directions:  

1. Read an appropriate selection from the attached list.
2. Return the form below to your Social Studies class the first week of school

3. This is an extra credit assignment with the exception of Honor’s and AP classes.


Complete and return this form to your Social Studies Teacher the first week of school.

Name __________________________________________________________

Title of book read _______________________________________________

Author __________________________________________________________ 

I acknowledge that (name of student) _________________________________ has successfully 

completed the reading of this book.

Parent/Guardian signature _____________________________________ 

Date _______________________ 
INCOMING GRADE 9

· Maus: A Survivor’s Tale II by Spiegelman

Spiegelman’s startling comic about the Holocaust, which revolves around his survivor father’s experiences, won a Pulitzer Prize.

· Mary, Bloody Mary by Carolyn Meyer

Mary Tudor, who would reign briefly as Queen of England during the mid sixteenth century, tells the story of her troubled childhood as daughter of King Henry VIII.

· Hiroshima by Hersey

The survivors tell the story of the first atomic bomb and its effects.

· Sharpe’s Rifles by Bernard Cornwell

A story of a battle against impossible odds and victory snatched from defeat is the smashing prequel to the action-packed Richard Sharpe adventure series.

· Endurance:  Shackelton’s Incredible Voyage by A. Lansing

In 1914, an expedition headed by Sir Ernest Shackleton set out to be the first to cross the continent of Antarctica.  Shipwrecked and marooned for months on end, their ill-fated voyage became a triumphant story of indomitable courage and faith in the face of astounding obstacles.

Honors World History
Note:  Students enrolled in Honors World History must read one of the above books.  An assignment will be given the first week of school.
INCOMING GRADE 10

Level 5

· Up From Slavery by B. T. Washington

Booker T. Washington’s American classic recounts his triumph over the legacy of slavery, his founding of the Tuskegee Institute, and his emergence as a national spokesperson for his race.

· Yellow Journalism by Daniel Cohen

Daniel Cohen’s Yellow Journalism focuses on scandal and gossip in media reports, examining the traditions and problems of journalism.

Level 8

· Up From Slavery by B. T. Washington

Booker T. Washington’s American classic recounts his triumph over the legacy of slavery, his founding of the Tuskegee Institute, and his emergence as a national spokesperson for his race.

· The Jungle by Sinclair

This muckraking novel changed the course of history with its gruesomely detailed picture of the meat-packing industry.  Historically accurate and humanistic, the book remains an invaluable mirror by which we may still examine society and ourselves today.

· Turning of the Tide: How One Game Changed the South, by Don Yaeger
New York Times bestselling author Don Yaeger tells the electrifying story of the game that broke down the last racial division in college football.

Honors U. S. History

· Autobiography of Malcolm X (With Alex Haley) 

Malcolm X tells the story of his transformation from a bitter, self-destructive petty criminal into an articulate political activist, the continued relevance of his militant analysis of white racism, and his emphasis on self-respect and self-help for African Americans.

A.P. U.S. History

Note: Students who enroll in AP U.S. History must obtain the complete summer assignment, which includes components beyond the book described below.

· American Colonies: The Settling of North America  by Alan Taylor 

In this book, Pulitzer Prize-winner Taylor (William Cooper's Town) challenges traditional Anglocentric interpretations of colonial history by focusing more evenly on the myriad influences on North America's development. Beginning with the Siberian migrations across the Bering Straits 15 millennia ago, Taylor lays out the complicated road map of ownership, occupation and competition involving the Native Americans, African slaves and Spanish, Dutch, French and English colonists. He covers settlement and conquest from Canada to Mexico, and from the West Indies and mainland colonies to the Pacific islands.  Taylor delves deeply into topics given scant mention in most histories: the crucial role of the West Indies in the 17th-century economy and the particular brand of brutality that supported it; cultural disparities among the many Native peoples that influenced their mutually dependent relations with the various colonizers.

INCOMING GRADES 11 AND 12
Civics

· Profiles in Courage  by John F. Kennedy
This book describes acts of bravery and integrity by eight United States Senators from throughout the Senate’s history.  The profiled senators crossed party lines and/or defied the public opinion of their constituents.

Honors Civics

· Gideon’s Turmpet by Anthony Lewis

How one man, a poor prisoner, took his case to the Supreme Court—and changed the law of the United States.

-or-

· The World is Flat by Thomas Friedman

Friedman argues the world has flattened due to technology and the internet.  How will new graduates survive the new smaller world.

Honors Economics
· Freakonomics: A Rogue Economist Explores the Hidden Side of Everything, by Steven D. Levitt, Stephen J. Dubner, Stephen J. Dubner
Freakonomics establishes this unconventional premise: If morality represents how we would like the world to work, then economics represents how it actually does work. It is true that readers of this book will be armed with enough riddles and stories to last a thousand cocktail parties. 

Advanced Placement Comparative Politics 
Note:  Students enrolled in Advanced Placement Comparative Politics must read two books, one of which must be Red China)
· Red China Blue by Jan Wong

This books is a unique view of modern china -- from idealism to reality
-and-


Untapped: The Scramble for Africa's Oil by John Ghazvinian
“A close-in look at the impact of unbridled oil production on vulnerable African societies.  A remarkable portrait of a continent under siege.”
Advanced Placement European History
· A World Lit Only By Fire: The Medieval Mind & The Renaissance, by William Manchester. 1993.
Manchester's marvelously vivid popular history humanizes the tumultuous span from the Dark Ages to the Renaissance.
Summer Reading 4

