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I. The Novel
    Big Fish:  A Novel of Mythic Proportions
    Daniel Wallace
“Remembering a man’s stories makes him immortal.”
Assignment: Read Wallace’s novel, and keep notes or post-its for September discussion and/or reading tests.
Big Fish (The 1998 movie)
Directed by Tim Burton, this film adaption is the story of a man trying to understand his dying father through the tall tales his father has told him through the years.
Assignment:  Watch the movie and note the differences between the movie and the novel.
Writing Assignment: 
After watching the screen adaptation, it is clear that the movie presents only some of Edward Bloom’s tall tales.  Write an essay in which you address at least these two points:  (a) explain why one of the tales depicted in the movie was included as an important clue to Edward Bloom’s character and (b) which of the omitted tales from the book is it important to include in the movie.  The unity of your essay is in your able hands.
· over -

II. Great Movies

The American Film Institute (AFI) has identified the 100 greatest American movies of all time. I have chosen four of my favorites from the AFI list for you to view this summer. Titles are widely available on VHS or DVD. 

Assignment: Watch Casablanca (1942), Singin’ in the Rain (1952), and Rear Window (1954), and Crimes and Misdemeanors (1989). After viewing each film, find a full-length (at least four or five paragraphs) professional critique of the movie and read it. Then attach to a printed copy of the review your reaction to the film’s being considered “great.” Is it deserving of the distinction or not? Your evaluations of the films may be short (two to three paragraphs), but you must be specific in your comments.  Refer to the professional critics’ comments, as well.
III. The 2,548 Best Things Anybody Ever Said (Robert Byrne, editor)

Assignment: This compendium of thought-provoking, bemusing, and funny comments by hundreds of famous and obscure women and men contains far too many entries. You are to whittle its number down to one percent of the contents. Glean from this unwieldy tome the 25 best, creating your own list. After each of the 25, write a one-sentence reaction, possibly indicating why it made your “cut.” (A bonus: it’s likely you will find your yearbook senior quotation here.) Make this fun.
Miscellany…

1. All written work is to be typed and proofread carefully. Handwritten 
    or carelessly presented work will not be accepted.

2. All written work is due on the first day of class.

3. Questions? Contact Hoff at hofheimers@norwalkps.org.

4. Enjoy your reading, viewing, writing, and creating. 
