ENGLISH III – AP LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION

2011-2012 Required Assignment for all 11th AP Language English Students

ASSIGNED BOOK #1: In Cold Blood (Truman Capote)

ASSIGNMENT: The novel has been divided into sections. The assignments are designed to help you learn and practice the close reading techniques and the critical reading skills important in becoming successful AP students and to +

experience the intrinsic rewards of reading interpretive fiction. Your ultimate goal is to comprehend much more than just what happens; you must learn to develop commentaries that reveal how the author uses diction, style, structure, and literary elements to convey meaning. 

Materials Needed: Writing Journal (bound of spiral – this journal will be used throughout your English course for daily assigned writings), novel, and pen

BRING THE NOVEL WITH YOU DURING THE FIRST 2-3 WEEKS OF CLASS. TAKE NOTES IN THE BOOK (ACTIVE READING NOTES WILL BE GRADED).
Purchase your journal! You may use any kind of bound journal that suits your individual study style, but the amount of each entry should equal one college-ruled piece of notebook paper. If your journal is smaller, write an equivalent amount. The Writing Journal is a TOOL, so the entries WILL NOT be in “final draft” format form, but they must be readable. Editing marks are perfectly acceptable and even encouraged. Label each entry with date completed, Assignment #, Title of the Assignment, and Page Numbers.
	July 14, 2011
	Assignment 2
	SETTING
	Pg 1-24


YOUR TASK: By the end of this reading, you should have SIX assignments complete. Choose between the following assignments. Using the page numbers listed, stop and reflect at the end of each section and complete the assignment. These pages are from the First Vintage International Edition, February 1994 (green & black cover). 
If there is an A & B option for the assignment, please choose one or the other. Example: For assignment #1, you may choose to do Setting or Point of View. But everyone MUST DO Key Passage.
	Assignment #
	Page numbers
	TITLE of assignment & Instructions

	1A
	1-24
	SETTING: The first pages of the book introduce key elements of the setting of Holcomb, essential to understanding Capote’s focus on journalistic details in a fictional genre. Using bullets of phrases, list at least 10 key descriptions that identify the setting of the novel-you should include references to time, place, region, atmosphere. Cite the page # for each description. Once you have your list, answer the question, “What aspects of this setting might influence the characters, their behavior, and what might happen to them?” Be specific.

	1B
	24-55
	POINT OF VIEW: Authors make a conscious decision about how they will tell the story. Capote tells the story from two alternating points of view – the Clutters and the murderers. First, identify 2 examples of each of these points of view. Then, comment on the effect of this structure and the absence of Capote’s voice in the narrative. You may refer to elements of previous pages, but you must use some details from this section. 


	2A
	55-74
	CHARACTER: Rather than a fictional protagonist with an antagonist and minor characters, this novel has an entire cast of characters, all very real people. Even so, Capote does not present them as objectively as a journalist might; he builds complex characters, more fictional in presentation than journalistic. List members of the Clutter family and other victims and at least 1 detail that personalizes them (include page #). Then, find 2 details each that personalize Dick and Perry, even evoking sympathy or compassion for each of them. 

	2B
	321-343
	CHARACTER: “There is not much point in writing a novel unless you can show the possibility of moral transformation, or an increase in wisdom, operating in your chief character or characters.” (Anthony Burgess) Since so many stories contain lessons that the main character learns and grows from, critical readers pay attention to the meaning associated with how and why characters change and develop throughout the novel. Explain HOW the protagonist has developed/changed, WHY the character changes, and WHAT those changes suggest about the meaning of the novel. 


	3
	74-100
	KEY PASSAGE: Choose a striking or key passage from this section that you think is important to character development, plot development, or meaning – a passage may be a line, quote, or any excerpt from the novel. Copy the passage correctly (quotation marks, cite page #). Using complete sentences, answer two of the following questions: Why is this a key passage? What is the author trying to do at this point? What does this passage reveal about…development of a character (a significant change or description)? … a significant development in the plot? … or the meaning of the work as a whole? How is this passage typical of the author’s style? What is unusual or striking about the passage?


	4A
	123-152
	PERSONAL RESPONSE: Imagine that you have been appointed a lawyer for Dick or Perry. Briefly describe what your defense would be – not in legal terms – but in terms of how you might convince the jury not to give them the death penalty, or mitigate their punishment in some way. 

	4B
	262-302
	PERSONAL RESPONSE: Imagine you are a character in the novel (human or animal). Write a letter to another character in the novel. Make references to at least 3 specific images, events, or details of this section. You may refer to past events, but focus your details on this section.  


	5A
	180-207
	DICTION: Choose 1 page from this section and choose 10 words from that page. Label each word as having a positive connotation, negative connotation, or as neutral. Then, using all 10 words you have studied, answer the following questions: Is the diction formal or informal? Does it make use of colloquialisms or slang? Does it change as the point of view changes or stay consistent?

	5B
	232-262
	IMAGERY: It is important in the novel for the readers to see characters, motivation, events, places, etc. as “real”. Authors use imagery (details that appeal to the 5 senses) to draw the reader into the experience of the novel. Choose 5 images from this section and tell what sense(s) they appeal to. Write 2-3 sentences that explain how each of these images affects the reader during this section. 


	6A
	Whole Book
	THEME/BIG IDEA: Explore Capote’s ideas about 1 of the following (a) human nature and evil  (b) justice and punishment  (c) nature vs. nurture  (d) fate vs. free will. Explain his position and how he argues that position through the plot, the setting, the characters, and his writing style. 

	6B
	Whole Book
	CREATIVE RESPONSE: Choose 1 of the following: 
(a) Take a scene from the book and write it in poetic form

(b) Write the first page of a new chapter in the book –either prequel or sequel chapter-imitating Capote’s style as you write. 


Visit Ms. Brown’s AP website at http://portal.norwalkps.org/schools/bmhs/english/Pages/Brown.aspx for contact information, book descriptions, FAQs, and more!

ASSIGNED BOOK #2: Fast Food Nation (Eric Schlosser)

BRING THE NOVEL WITH YOU DURING THE FIRST 2-3 WEEKS OF CLASS. TAKE NOTES IN THE BOOK (ACTIVE READING NOTES WILL BE GRADED).
ASSIGNMENT: You will be mind-mapping the book, Fast Food Nation.  To get an “A”, it is imperative that you flood the page with as many images as possible, and write an essay adequately explaining how your images meet the criteria.  The scoring grid below will help you frame your content, and there are suggestions to help you as much as possible. See sample mind maps provided to assist you in creating your own for this text. 
YOUR TASK:  Your mind map should include:

1. Dominant Image – controls everything on the page; try to make your image unique

2. Flooding – every area of your mind map should have a significant image; no white space

3. Blending – your images should make clear connections of relationship and ideas; images which evolve into other images work for this as does overlapping

4. Color – gives life to your mind map

5. Character – include at least ten characters and situations through name, caricature, or symbol

6. Theme – choose one theme to base your mind map on.  Include a statement of theme through image as well as direct statement

7. Setting – include at least 8 significant quotations along with the page numbers; work these into the appropriate images so they blend into your mind map and don’t stick out.

8. Culture – include images that represent the two cultures in the book (this could be large corporations and the exploited worker, etc.)

Materials Needed:
1. Use 18’ x 12” paper

2. Cut-outs and computer images may be incorporated into your mind map.

3. Fast Food Nation
In addition to the poster, please write a one-page (typed, double-spaced) synopsis of what your mind-map means.  In this essay, please explain how each of the 8 criteria above plays out on in your mind-map. 

Visit Ms. Brown’s AP website at http://portal.norwalkps.org/schools/bmhs/english/Pages/Brown.aspx for contact information, book descriptions, FAQs, and more
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How to Make a Mind Map®




The Mind Map above was produced using iMindMap.

	1. Take a blank piece of paper, A4 or larger.
	Blank paper allows 360º of freedom to express the full range of your cortical skills, whereas pre-drawn lines restrict the natural flow of your thoughts.

	2. Use the paper in landscape orientation.
	Words and images have more space in the direction we write, so they don’t bump into margins as quickly.

	3. Start in the centre.
	Thoughts start in the centre of our mental world. The Mind Map page reflects this!

	4. Make a central image that represents the topic about which you are writing/thinking:

· Use at least three colors.

· Keep the height and width of the central image to approx. 2’’ or 5 cm (proportionately larger for bigger paper).

· Allow the image to create its own shape (do not use a frame). 
	A picture is worth a thousand words. It opens up associations, focuses the thoughts, is
fun and results in better recall:

· Colors stimulate the right cortical activity of imagination as well as capturing and holding attention. 

· This size gives plenty of space for the rest of your Mind Map, while making it large enough to be the clear focus of the topic. 

· The unique shape makes it more memorable and enjoyable. A frame makes the centre a monotony of shape and disconnects the branches.

	5. The main themes around the central image are like the chapter headings of a book:

· Print this word in CAPITALS or draw an image. 

· Place on a line of the same length 

· The central lines are thick, curved and organic i.e. like your arm joining your body, or the branch of a tree to the trunk.
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· Connect directly to the central image.
	The main themes, connected to the central image on the main branches, allow their relative importance to be seen. These are the Basic Ordering Ideas (BOIs) and aggregate and focus the rest of the Mind Map:

· Printing (versus cursive) allows the brain to photograph the image thus giving easier reading and more immediate recall.

· Word length equals line length. An extra line disconnects thoughts, length accentuates the connection.

· Curved lines give visual rhythm and variety and so are easier to remember, more pleasant to draw and less boring to look at. Thicker central lines show relative importance.

· Connected to the image because the brain works by association not separated, disconnected lines.

	6. Start to add a second level of thought. These words or images are linked to the main branch that triggered them. Remember: 

· Connecting lines are thinner. 

· Words are still printed but may be lower case. 
	Your initial words and images stimulate associations. Attach whatever word or image is triggered. Allow the random movement of your thought; you do not have to ‘finish’ one branch before moving on: 

· Connected lines create relationships and a structure. They also demonstrate the level of importance, as from a branch to a twig. 

· The size and style of the letters provide additional data about the importance and meaning of the word/image. 

	7. Add a third or fourth level of data as thoughts come to you: 

· Use images as much as you can, instead of, or in addition to the words. 

· Allow your thoughts to come freely, meaning you ‘jump about’ the Mind Map as the links and associations occur to you. 
	Your brain is like a multi-handed thought-ball catcher. The Mind Map allows you to catch and keep whatever ‘thought ball’ is thrown by your brain.

	8. Add a new dimension to your Mind Map. Boxes add depth around the word or image.
	To make some important points stand out.

	9. Sometimes enclose branches of a Mind Map with outlines in color: 

· Enclose the shape of the branch and hug the shape tightly. 

· Use different colors and styles. 
	The outlines will create unique shapes as you find in clouds and will aid your memory: 

· These provide immediate visual linking. They can also encourage follow-up and remind you of action you need to take. 

· They can also show connection between branches by using the same color outline. 

	10. Make each Mind Map a little more: 

· BEAUTIFUL 

· ARTISTIC 

· COLOURFUL 

· IMAGINATIVE
and 

· DIMENSIONAL 
	Your eyes and brain will be attracted to your Mind Map:

· It will be easier to remember.

· It will be more attractive to you
(and to others as well).

	11. Have fun!

Add a little humor, exaggeration or absurdity wherever you can.
	Your brain will delight in getting the maximum use and enjoyment from this process and will therefore learn faster, recall more effectively and think more clearly.


Mind Map® and Mind Maps® are registered trademarks of The Buzan Organisation

Feel free to visit online websites for more examples of mind maps and suggestions for creating an effective visual presentation. 

A Beginner’s Guide To Mind Mapping: http://blog.iqmatrix.com/mind-map/how-to-mind-map-a-beginners-guide
YouTube videos on How To Mind Map: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4wZ5wV5dPZc
Creative Mind Map Examples: http://www.mindmapart.com/
