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AP/ECE U.S. History

SUMMER ASSIGNMENT OVERVIEW
** Please note: due to issues with school budgets and textbooks, the summer assignment was revised as of June 13, 2011.  I sincerely apologize for any confusion this may have caused. **
If you have already received a textbook, hold onto it for now; bring it to school on the first day of class.  
If you did NOT receive a textbook, you will get one on the first day of class.

You must come to room 2107 to get one book: American Colonies:  the Settling of North America by Alan Taylor. To complete the summer assignments, you will also need an internet connection to read excerpts of “What is History?” by Edwin Fenton, A People’s History of the United States by Howard Zinn and History Lessons by Dana Lindman and Kyle Ward. You must complete the following assignments as listed below and hand them in the first day of class.

A word about format: All essay/long written response items must be typed before being handed in for a grade.  Typed” means 1-inch margins, 12-point font, double-spaced, and Times New Roman font.
For short answer responses, you must use complete sentences with comprehensive answers. When I am reading responses, long or short, I am looking for what information you pulled out of the material. Extremely short answers probably do not contain the degree of thoughtfulness and content required for full credit. You are not required to type responses to short answers, but remember, if it can’t be read —it’s not there.

Over the summer, you will:

1. read on “What is History?” and answer questions
2. read part of  American Colonies:  the Settling of North America by Alan Taylor and answer questions

3. read excerpts by other historians (Zinn and Lindaman/Ward) and take notes
4. write a brief analytic essay using the information you have gathered from all the above sources
While you may do these in any order you like, I suggest you do them in the order given above.

Finally, you and your parent/guardian(s) also must read the Course Description; both you and your parent must sign the last page and return it to Ms. Harris on the first day of school.  
ALL OF THE FOLLOWING WORK IS DUE ON THE FIRST DAY OF CLASS.

SUMMER ASSIGNMENTS

HISTORICAL THINKING
“What is History?” by Edwin Fenton

· Read the PDF article – it is available online on Ms. Harris’ BMHS website all summer.

· Answer questions 1-3 in the beginning.

SUPPLEMENTARY READING 

American Colonies by Alan Taylor 

· see next page

A People's History of the United States by Howard Zinn
· Read chapter 1 – You can access the entire text here: http://www.historyisaweapon.com/zinnapeopleshistory.html
· Take notes on Zinn’s coverage of native American and European contact.  I would suggest an outline format; you should include what events the chapter covers, whether it have a positive or negative interpretation of the event, and any thoughts about the differences or similarities to the version of history you have been taught in school.  Make notes of any key quotes or phrases and include page numbers where useful.
History Lessons by Dana Lindaman and Kyle Ward
· Read an excerpt from chapter 1– it is available on-line on Ms. Harris’ BMHS website all summer.
· Take notes on each countries’ coverage of American history.  I would suggest an outline format; you should include what events the textbooks cover, whether they have a positive or negative interpretation of the event, and any thoughts about the differences or similarities to the version of history you have been taught in school.  Make notes of any key quotes or phrases and include page numbers where useful.
ANALYTIC RESPONSE––  This must be typed out.
In a well thought out essay that reflects your knowledge from previous experiences and the summer reading selections, respond to this statement in 3 pages maximum: 
After reading such vastly different interpretations of early America, whose interpretation of history is the most “right?”  Why do you think so?  How might Americans’ understanding of early American history change if they were exposed to these readings?  Given the vast differences between these historical accounts, what should be or should not be addressed in the construction of history? What is our responsibility as historians in retelling the past?
 Make sure to use evidence from the readings in your writing.
SUPPLEMENTARY READING ACTIVITY FOR American Colonies:  the Settling of North America by Alan Taylor  

You will read the following pages and chapter in this book. As you read, you will take notes of crucial information to be described below.   The first unit that we will investigate in the fall semester is about the American Colonies. This corresponds to Chapter 2 in the textbook, The American Pageant. 
Although you are invited to read the entire book, you are required to read the following: Part II, “Colonies,” Chapters 6 – 12 (pp 117 – 272), and Part III, “Empires,” Chapters 13 – 15 (pp 275 – 362). 

As you read Part II, identify and take notes about the following information for each colony and colonial group:  

· The name of the colony

· The founding country
· The date on which it was founded

· The name(s) of the founder(s)

· Why it was founded

· The type of colony it was (royal, proprietary, etc.)  
· Any changes in type (self-rule to royal, etc.)
· Difficulties after founding: both in the short- and long-term. This includes conflicts within the colony as well as outside of the colony
Also, as you read, write down any words that you do not know and, periodically, look up their definitions or meanings in a dictionary. A successful AP US History student will always have a good collegiate dictionary at his/her disposal. 
Then, identify and take notes about the following specific questions.  This information will be included on quizzes, tests and class discussions.
Virginia: 1570-1650
1. 
How did English colonization differ from that of the Spanish and French? What was a later outcome of this difference?

2. 
How did Sir Walter Raleigh characterize the relationship between trade and power?

3. 
What was the importance of tobacco cultivation?

4. 
What was the “headright” system?

Chesapeake Colonies: 1650-1750
1. 
Who were the leaders of the Chesapeake colonies?

2. 
Who were the workers in the Chesapeake colonies prior to l676? 

3. 
What were the frustrations of freedmen, and to where did they move?

4. 
Characterize Governor Berkeley.

5. 
What was his policy toward Indians?

6. 
Describe the rebellion led by Nathaniel Bacon.

7. 
How did the British Crown respond, and what happened to Governor Berkeley?

8. 
How did the Chesapeake planters respond to the declining supply of white laborers?

9. 
What, then, did the planters do in order to keep the slaves intimidated? How did they, then, treat the common white man?

10. What colonies comprised the Chesapeake group?

New England: 1600-1700
1. 
Compare and contrast the settlers in New England with those in the Chesapeake colonies.

2. 
What colonies comprised New England?

3. 
What was the topography of New England?

4. 
Who were the principal early settlers in New England?

5. 
Contrast labor and land ownership in New England with that in the Chesapeake colonies.

6. 
Characterize the Puritans. What was their motivation in coming to the New World? What were the principal tenets of their religion?

7. 
Describe the Great Migration.

8. 
How did the Puritans reconcile their religion with the profit motive?

9. 
What were the principal trades in New England? (How did the people make their money?)

10. 
What was the economic relationship between New England and the West Indies?

11. 
Characterize the Bible Commonwealth.

12. 
What was the influence of Harvard University graduates on the Puritan hierarchy?

13. 
Characterize Rhode Island. How did it influence Massachusetts and Connecticut?

14. 
Why did New England ultimately fail as a “City upon a Hill?”

15. 
Characterize the Pequot War. What were the important elements, and what was the result?

16. 
Characterize King Philip’s War. What were the important elements, and what was the result?

Carolina: 1670-1760
1. 
Who were the initial settlers of Carolina?

2. 
What was the purpose for the settlement of Carolina?

3. 
Characterize the topography of Carolina.

4. 
Characterize the climate of Carolina.

5. 
What was the concern about interaction between the Indians and the slaves?

6. 
How did the leadership of Carolina go about keeping the Indians and the slaves separate?

7. 
Where was rice grown in Carolina?

8. 
Who taught the planters how to grow rice?

9. 
How much rice was grown in the first half of the 1700s? What was the effect of this rice on the economy?

10. 
What was a second valuable plantation crop?

11. 
How much did this crop increase in growth between 1750 and 1760?

12. 
What was the effect of working conditions and climate on slave mortality?

13. 
What else did the imported Africans introduce to Carolina? Who was affected by this?

14. 
What was the growing fear of the planters?

15. 
What actions did the planters take in response to this fear?

16. 
What became a reality near Charles Town on the Stono River, and when?

17. 
Who were the founders of Georgia?

18. 
How was the colony financed, and what was the significance of that? 

19. 
Compare and contrast land ownership in Georgia with the other Southern colonies, especially for the purpose of increasing the number of whites willing to work and capable of bearing guns.

20. 
What were the main points of Georgia governing?

21. 
What characteristic did the low country of Georgia and South Carolina replicate?

Middle Colonies: 1600 -- 1700
1. 
What region did the English neglect during the early 17th Century?

2. 
Describe the topography and climate of the mid-Atlantic region. Compare and contrast with New England and the Chesapeake.

3. 
Who took advantage of this neglect?

4. 
How did England react to those who took advantage?

5. 
What was the progression of colonial types (royal, proprietary, etc.)?

6. 
Describe the event and result of the English naval squadron in 1664.

7. 
Characterize the Dutch Empire.

8. 
Who did the Dutch welcome that were not welcome in most European realms?

9. 
What is the significance of the phenomenon of Dutch trading companies losing money?

10. 
What economic advantage did Dutch shippers enjoy? Who took advantage of this?

11. 
Describe the Navigation Acts. What was the significance of these acts?

12. 
Trace the events between the English and New Netherlands in 1664 and 1667.

13. 
What resulted from these events with regard to the Indian nations?

14. 
What action did the Duke of York take in 1664? What resulted from this action?

15. 
What situation was New Jersey left in?

16. 
Who founded Pennsylvania, and why?

17. 
Explain the factional divide that set the older, non-Quaker settlements against the more numerous and mostly Quaker newcomers.

18. 
what action did Penn take when he was unable to reconcile these two regions?

As you read Part III, identify and take notes about the following specific details:

Revolutions: 1685-1730
1. 
Who succeeded King Charles I? Characterize his dealings with the American colonies.

2. 
What action did Massachusetts take in 1678?

3. 
Who was the governor-general? Explain what he did.

4. 
What significant claim did the Reverend John Wise make in 1678? What was the importance of this claim? What response did Andros make to this claim?

5. 
What action did the Dominion take to enforce the Navigation Acts? Why was this a particular hardship on the colonists?

6. 
By what name were the supporters of William, the Dutch Prince of Orange known? What did they call for?

The Atlantic: 1700 - 1780
1. 
What effect did the Navigation Acts have on the Chesapeake and the West Indies?

2. 
What effect did a growing economy have on free colonists?

3. 
Explain the effect that a larger disposable income had on free colonists.  

4. 
How many slaves did the British colonies import during the 18th Century?

5. 
What was the mortality rate among new slaves in the Chesapeake colonies during the early 18th Century?

6. 
How did the number of African-born slaves compare to the number of American-born by the mid-18th Century?

Awakenings: 1700 - 1775
1. 
Identify 10 facts about religion and religious establishments in the colonies 1700 - 1775.

2. 
Describe the results of denominational reconciliation between the late 1740s and 1772.


