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Objectives and Themes of this Class

Welcome to AP U.S. History!  This will be one of the most challenging and work-intensive classes of your high school career.  Besides your textbook, you will have 6 supplementary texts and nearly 100 primary documents shaping and informing your knowledge about our nation.  You will receive more homework and be asked to complete more difficult tasks than in other classes.  However, if you are willing to put in the time and effort, by the end of the school year, you will possess a skill set and mastery of U.S. history that is superior to your peers.  

This class has four major objectives.  

1. The first (and most obvious) is to prepare you for the AP Exam in May.  Although taking the exam is not a requirement, it is strongly encouraged as scoring a 3 or better can earn you college credits.  

2. The second purpose of this class is to provide a comprehensive mastery of U.S. history.  This requires both the complete command of the content of U.S. history; this can range from knowledge about basic chronology, political figures, economic trends, intellectual trends, key events, geographical changes, important legislation, or any other number of topics.

3. The third purpose of this class to develop the skill set required for you to both succeed in this class, the AP exam and your life.  There will be considerable focus on developing critical reading and writing skills.  Students will be expected to: formulate generalizations, compare and contrast, identify and understand the influence of bias, delineate change over time, understand cause and effect, evaluate arguments, and critically analyze of a variety of primary documents (speeches, letters, statistical data, political cartoons, pamphlets, poetry, photographs, posters, propaganda films, etc.).

4. The fourth purpose of this class is to teach students how to apply these aforementioned historical skills to create informed, coherent arguments on topics and themes in U.S. history (in both written and verbal forms).

History is more than a list of dates and people to memorize.  It is an ever-changing story about the creation of not just a nation, but a system of ideas that shapes each of us—whether or not we are aware of it.  To this end, our examination of U.S. history is more thematic than chronological.  We will use a traditionally accepted grouping of eras in U.S. history as given by your textbook.  They include:  Founding the New Nation (33,000 B.C. to 1783), Building the New Nation (1776 to 1860), The Problem of Slavery, the Civil War and the Ordeal of Reconstruction (1820 to 1877), Forging an Industrial Society (1869 to 1909), the Struggle for Justice at Home and Abroad (1901 to 1945), and the Emergence of Modern America (1945 to present).  

As we cover this material, we will trace the development of key themes in U.S. history, looking for change or continuity both within each era and between the eras.  Key themes for this year are:

· The “American” Identity, Diversity and Pluralism – what does it mean to be an “American?;” how does this idea change over time?, how does one’s gender, class, race or other signifier of status affect the perception of what it means to be “American?,” how has our diverse population impacted our history?, what conflicts have arisen from this diversity?, how do different groups become accepted members of American society?

· Economic Transformations – what economic ideas and trends have influenced our nation’s development?, how have they ushered in or slowed progress?, what is the relationship between capitalism and other aspects of U.S. history?, how has the relationship between the U.S. government and the economy changed?, why did this relationship change?

· Globalization – how has the relationship between the U.S. and foreign nations developed over time?, what is the role of the U.S. on the world stage?, what responsibilities does the U.S. government have in regards to foreign affairs?, how has the increased globalization of the U.S. impacted America?

· Politics and Citizenship – what ideas guide our government and political leaders?, how does each of the three branches of government shape the lives of everyday Americans?, how does our concept of “democracy” and “civil rights” change over time in regards both to the rights of American residents and the world at large?, what legacy do key pieces of domestic and foreign policy have on American and world history?

· The Struggle for Justice – how have marginalized groups be discriminated against through U.S. history?, how did slavery develop in the U.S.?, what is the legacy of slavery in the U.S.?, how does being on the margins of society affect one’s opportunities and perceptions?, what strategies have been used throughout U.S. history to gain civil rights under the law?

· War and Diplomacy – what benefits and problems have arisen from the U.S.’ participation in various armed conflicts?, how has war shaped U.S. domestic affairs and policy?, how has war shaped U.S. foreign policy?, how does the U.S. justify participation in various armed conflicts?

Materials for Class

You may keep all of your texts at home, although I suggest you bring them to class, especially if you have questions about a reading.  However, you MUST bring the following materials to class everyday:

· Your AP U.S. History notebook – I don’t care if you prefer spiral bound notebooks or binders.  However, you should have two sections devoted exclusively to this class—one for homework assignments and one for class notes.

· An expandable file folder – You’re going to get handouts, lots of them.  You will need them for review at the end of the year.

· Writing utensils – Pen or pencil—doesn’t matter, so long as it isn’t red pen.  

Textbooks – most, but not all, of your class readings will come from:

(Primary Text)

Kennedy, David M., Lizabeth Cohen, and Thomas A. Bailey. The American Pageant A History of 


the Republic Advanced Placement Edition. Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 2006.

 (Supplemental Texts)

Hofstadter, Richard. The American Political Tradition And the Men Who Made it. New York: Vintage, 1989.

Kennedy, David M., and Thomas A. Bailey, eds. The American Spirit: U.S. History as Seen by Contemporaries (to 1877). 11th ed. Vol. I. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2006.

Kennedy, David M., and Thomas A. Bailey, eds. The American Spirit: U.S. History as Seen by Contemporaries (since 1865). 11th ed. Vol. II. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2006.

Madaras, Larry, and James M. SoRelle. Taking Sides American History, Volume II. New York: McGraw-Hill/Dushkin, 2004.

Zinn, Howard.  A People's History of the United States. Vol. I: American Beginnings to Reconstruction (Abridged Teaching Edition). New York: New Press, 2003.

Zinn, Howard.  A People's History of the United States. Vol. II: the Civil War to the Present (Abridged Teaching Edition). New York: New Press, 2003.

Assessments

The quality and quantity of assignments, as well as the expectations demanded for grading, is identical regardless whether students signed up for the Advanced Placement U.S. history or the UCONN Early College Experience.   Both the AP College Board and UCONN require the class to be a college-level class; both have certified the syllabus to ensure the rigor of the course.  For this reason, I strongly encourage all students to also apply for the ECE program if they have not already; this will potentially give students two ways to earn college credit.  

This course will be very demanding on students’ time, requiring considerable homework. To be successful, you will probably have to do at least 6-10 hours of reading/homework a week. You will have at least one exam, essay, and/or one quiz each week. In-class work will be devoted to ensuring your understanding of what you have read in the textbook and other materials, as well as developing the requisite skills you will need to excel on all aspects of the AP exam. Students are expected to memorize the content of the text (dates, names, places, events) at home on their own time.  In class assignments will include, but not be limited to, supplementary readings, oral presentations, group discussions, quizzes, and objective and essay tests. I will try to give you at least one week’s notice before a major test. Most quizzes will be announced ahead of time, but some may be unannounced. But the bottom line is simply: to get the most out of the classroom instruction, you need to keep up with the reading.  Homework is mainly reading (and responses to reading) and generally NOT daily written work or take-home worksheets. Homework assignments will vary from week to week. It is the student’s responsibility to keep up with all homework and reading assignments, as no late work is accepted (with the exception of excused absences — see below). 

Reading is a necessity in the study of history. Reading should be done for the day assigned to complement the activities in class. Do not expect to gain a firm foundation reading the material the night before the test. One cannot rush through readings at the last minute and expect to grasp the more subtle aspects of the authors' arguments, and that is where some of the most important material is likely to reside. Therefore, have the readings from the text done by the date assigned. I urge you to take notes as you read. Your textbook is a well written secondary source that is entertaining to read, and it will help “fill in the gaps.”

The pace is very demanding — two or three chapters a week. You will be expected to take notes and define key terms for each chapter in the text. I always expect that students will produce their best work. If an assignment is poorly done, you may be required to revise it according to the instructions and your ability. There will be a quiz each Thursday on the week’s chapter reading, unless there is no school that day or a unit exam has been scheduled in its place.  Additionally, students directly receive the weekly schedule with all of the week's work in their emails Sunday morning.   The bonus to the student is that they can plan their own study time to more easily match their schedule. The pitfall is that the student can easily slack off and, after 7-10 days, fall rapidly behind.  The College Board’s AP US History curriculum demands a tight schedule; I will do my best to keep us on track, but that requires students come prepared to get through that day's concepts and materials.   

It is required that students obtain an e-mail address because it is necessary to have one to submit work to Turnitin.com.  This is program is free to students and does not share students' information with third party sites.  It checks student work for plagiarism; all students will be required to sign up for the site within the first week of school.  

Participation

It is very important that you participate in all activities in a positive, constructive manner. Some of our class work will involve the Socratic teaching style — where I ask questions regarding your reading assignments. To better prepare you for the Socratic sessions, I may provide you with study sheets, based on the readings for a particular evening. Assessment of your participation is based on the quality as well as quantity of your participation during these sessions. Bottom line: if you don't do your work at home, then you won't be able to constructively participate in class and most of the lesson's connections will be lost.  

Quizzes and Tests

As previously stated, brief quizzes are given on the reading assignments on a weekly basis. Why? To keep you honest! There is too much to cover by the teacher alone. You must do your part, and there is no substitute for reading. Remember, although you will be given a quiz schedule, there is no obligation to announce a quiz.  Tests will be given every four to six weeks. These tests are generated from the text and from class lectures/discussions. Some of the material will not be covered in class; read the book! Also included on unit tests will be questions that are representative of the AP Exam itself. The number of tests per grading period will vary.

Essay questions are almost always taken from previous years' AP exams.  As 50% of the overall AP exam grade is determined by three essays, unit exams will always be accompanied by essay questions and class discussions are often structured in the same style and with the same complexity as the questions students will face in May.  By the time the AP exam rolls around in May, students will have  8 months of experience with the same time constraints, difficulty of questioning, and test format.  This is a huge asset.  

Grading

Grading for this course will be on a points system.  Students' grades will be calculated by (the cumulative number of points earned on all graded assignments) divided by (the total value of all graded assignments) multiplied by 100.  For example, if a student earned (800 points) out of (1000 points) for all graded work, her or his grade would be an 80.  

The breakdown of students' grades is as following: 50% of students' grades will be comprised of homework, article analyses, small projects, presentations, and primary source analyses.  25% of students' grades will be quizzes, and 25% of students' grades will be tests.  Although this is slighty different from the traditional arrangement of other history classes at BMHS, it is often tests and quizzes that students struggle with over the course of the year.  This system gives students the chance to balance out less than ideal examination grades with several smaller, yet high quality assignments.  If students fail to complete homework assignments on time, or submit works of low quality, then their grade will suffer.

Not all assignments are collected for grading; all the same, you should carefully complete every assignment.  It is advised that students DO NOT THROW ANYTHING AWAY.  Why? It's easier to reread a quiz or 2 page analysis to study for the AP exam than it is to reread an entire chapter or 20 page article.

Missed Assignments and Make Ups

All assignments MUST be completed on time and turned in on the date listed on the weekly schedule. If you are absent for an entire day of school, you may turn in an essay or assignment the day you return as long as you have submitted it on time to Turnitin.com. In other words: Don't stay home to complete an assignment on the day that item is due.  You're given a weekly schedule for a reason; don't insult my intelligence or disrespect your hardworking classmates by chronically coming down the a headache or back pains every time an essay is due.

If you come in late to school or leave early and miss class on the date an assignment is due, then it is still your responsibility to turn your assignment in that day.  Any late work will receive a grade reduction; I reserve the right to not accept work that is “exceptionally” late, i.e.  by two days, a week, a month, etc. 

TESTS ARE TO BE MADE UP ON THE DAY YOU RETURN AFTER A ONE-DAY ABSENCE. Being ill or away from school the day BEFORE the test DOES NOT excuse you from taking the test when scheduled. Only verifiable reasons for missing an exam will be accepted (i.e., field trip, all-day illness phoned in by parent, etc.) Under those circumstances a make-up test will be allowed. Make-up essay tests will NOT be from the same prompt as the one

given on the testing day. Extenuating circumstances will be handled on an individual basis.

Conferences

If a student is struggling with classwork, wants extra help, or wants to discuss a grade, then it is expected that the STUDENT will take responsibility for her/his self and approach me for help.  Although I am always happy and willing to meet with parents, it is often more productive and effective to first meet with students, who have their classwork and can explain what problem exactly is plaguing them. Additionally, students should have an active role in creating strategies that will help improve their achievement.  For this reason, if it becomes necessary, students are required to be present at all parent meetings, even if that student “usually” goes to a club, sport practice or job after school. 

I will generally be available after school Tuesday – Friday.  (Faculty and department meetings are usually scheduled for Mondays and Tuesdays.)  Please let me know ahead of time if you plan to stop by after school as I do not have my own room and generally wander back to my own desk by 2:25.  If for any reason, parents or students wish to contact me, email is the most effective method.  I can always be reached at harrisa@norwalkps.org, although I encourage parents and students to use my yahoo address: aharris830@yahoo.com.  I check the latter address more after school hours.

Students should be aware however that if there is a problem with your attendance or achievement, I will be in contact with your parent/guardian.

Attendance Policy

There will be strict adherence to BMHS attendance policies. When the attendance standards are exceeded, a loss of credit will be enacted. It is very important that each student be in class, and on time, every day. If attendance or tardiness is a problem, perhaps AP is not for you.

Classroom Expectations

1. You should be in class every day unless you have an excused absence.  You should be on time to class every day.  If you are late to class, you must have a valid pass. 

2. You need to bring your notebook, class handouts (preferably in a folder used only for this class), writing utensils, and any assigned homework to class every day.  

3. Do your homework, participate in class and take notes every day.  If you don’t do your homework for this class, you will fail.  If you don't study, you will fail.  If it comes from your textbook, a supplemental worksheet, board notes or verbal notes, you are responsible for the information.  

4.  Be respectful – of yourself, your classmates, and your professor.  Rude or inconsiderate words and actions will not be tolerated, even if you “only meant it as a joke.”
5.  I do not curve homework assignments, I do not curve quarter averages, and I do not give extra credit work. Therefore, you should be diligent, thoughtful and careful when completing assignments.

6.  Select assignments MUST be submitted to Turnitin.com or they will not be considered for grading. Students will be advised of this requirement ahead of time, but failure to submit papers to this site will result in an automatic zero.

7.  Do not text in class; it is disrespectful and distracting – to yourself, your classmates, and to your teacher.  If you are caught texting in class, your cell phone will be taken from you and returned after 2:15 p.m. that day.  If you are caught texting multiple times after having your phone taken away, Ms. Harris will ask you just to leave the room.

8.  Don't ever, ever cheat in my class.  Ever.  (See below)

Consequences

For most problems, misbehavior will have the following consequences:

1. Warning to change behavior.

2. Detention—15 minutes.

3. Detention—30 minutes, call home, email guidance counselor.

4. Detention, call home, told to leave classroom.

About Plagiarism and Cheating

Unfortunately, many high school students today get away with cheating-- copying someone else's homework, getting a friend to do a difficult assignment, taking text from an online source without giving credit, etc.  This is fair warning to all students and parents for the AP/ECE class:  

Grades are earned, not given, based on the quality of work presented.  If a student is caught cheating in any capacity, then s/he will not receive any credit because they did not complete any work to earn it!  Excuses will not be tolerated.  It does not matter if a student only copied a few sentences, a few paragraphs or a few pages.  It's wrong and unfair to those students who have worked hard to earn their credit.  

Students who cheat will automatically receive a zero on that assignment.  There is no opportunity to “redo” or “make up” that assignment.  The student will be called into a conference, his/her guidance counselor will be emailed and a call home will be made.  This may seem harsh to some, however, this is the consequences as stated in the BMHS Code of Conduct.  Moreover, this is a college level class.  In college, you would just be given an F for the entire semester and quite possibly kicked out of the college altogether for cheating on an assignment.  

In Conclusion...

By selecting to participate in a course like AP/ECE US History, a student instantly becomes a member of what could be called the “two percent club.” Only two percent of all high school students in the United States take the AP US History examination, and for joining this small group of scholars, a student is to be commended. It is important to note, however, that the AP experience is designed to be a college-level, challenging course, and the University of Connecticut requires that the ECE course be as rigorous as a course taught at Storrs. There are no guarantees with regard to grades. A student will not receive an A or a B in this course simply because he or she decided to take “the hardest history course.” Taking AP/ECE US History simply to “bump up one's GPA” will backfire. A student must be dedicated to reading, note-taking, and writing throughout the course of the school year in order to achieve at an A or B level.

Focus on the course material, not the grade. Keep in mind, also, that the student who receives high grades in my course will not necessarily receive the top score on the AP exam, though the odds are good that they will. A good performance throughout the school year will translate into a sense of confidence that one has the skills necessary to conquer a rigorous one-day examination for which there is no adequate way to cram, but that doesn't guarantee that a student will receive a qualifying score on this one-time “mother of all tests.” The only guarantee that comes with this course is that it will be the most rigorous American history course that Brien McMahon students will have the opportunity to take.

Ultimately, each student must put forth a college-level effort to earn high grades in this class. Nothing will be given to a student simply because of his/her enrollment in an college level course. Perhaps the greatest benefit in taking this course is that, being a high school student, one will still receive training and practice in the skills required for future academic success: time management and communication, both written and oral. You will also have available individualized instruction and assistance that one might need to succeed at such a demanding level, something most colleges can't offer. My goal is to provide each student with the best American history education that one could hope for, and in the process, give each student the confidence that will be needed to perform well on the AP Examination.

Welcome to AP/ECE U.S. History.  Now the fun begins.

I, ____________________________________, have read the classroom expectations, rules and consequences.  I will follow these guidelines and am aware of what will happen if I do not.

_____________________________________________________

Student Signature

I, ____________________________________, have read and discussed the classroom expectations, rules and consequences with my child.  I know that s/he is expected to follow these guidelines and am aware of what will happen if s/he does not.

_____________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature(s)

