Honors English II Summer Reading 2011

Miss Dombrowski and Miss Prescott

The following reading and writing assignments are due the day you return to school.  You are responsible for obtaining these books on your own.  Remember that every good reader is an active reader.  As you read, have a pen, highlighter or at least some Post-Its in hand, to mark interesting or confusing passages, as well as those passages that will help you complete your summer assignments.  Plagiarism will not be tolerated.

Reading Assignments:

I. The Life of Pi by Yann Martel

II. The Glass Castle by Jeanette Walls
III. The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini

Writing Assignments:

I. For each book complete an overview page on the graphic organizers provided.

(Remember that a theme is a statement, not a topic.)

II. Choose either The Glass Castle or The Kite Runner to complete this assignment. As

you read, think about personal connections you can make to the books. Also mark significant quotations (those that strike you as meaningful, telling, or interesting). When you have completed the book, respond to the questions below in four well-developed typed reflections of 250-300 words, using evidence from the text. 
Reflection #1: What is your initial reaction to the story? You may reflect on the characters, conflicts, the title, or the author’s use of symbolism.

Reflection #2: Choose a quote from the book. Explain the quote and then analyze its significance as it relates to the character development, conflict, theme, symbolism, or title.

Reflection #3: Make a personal connection to one of these books and explain this connection. Use at least one direct quote from the book of your choice in your response.

Reflection #4: Why is this book considered to be good literature? (HINT: Think symbolism, theme, conflict, characterization)
III. Using The Life of Pi and either The Glass Castle or The Kite Runner (do not use the

same novel for Assignment II and III):

Compare the characters’ literal and figurative journeys.  What similarities do the characters share in the way they grow and develop?

*Your response should be 2-3 pages typed and in the MLA Format. Underline your thesis statement. Use textual evidence (quotes) from the novel the support your argument.

All typed pieces must be formatted as follows:  
Double spaced

Times New Roman

12 pt. font

1” margins

1 space after each period

Each of the assignments will be graded as follows:

I – Homework/Classwork

II – Quiz

III – Project 

Please see the attached rubrics for details on how you will be graded. You will need to submit these rubrics with your work.
MLA Website: http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/
See you soon!

Enjoy your summer.  We look forward to meeting you and embarking on a challenging and rewarding year together.  If you have any questions or concerns over the summer, please e-mail one of us at dombrowskir@norwalkps.org or prescottk@norwalkps.org.

Happy reading!
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