Essay Rubric
	
	Idea (The “What”)
	Purpose & Audience

(The “Why” and the 

“Who”)
	Language and Sound (The “How”)
	Design/Organization (The “When”)
	Grammar/Usage/Mechanics/

Spelling

	6
Absolute Excellence
	Insightful thesis. Explores topic in focused depth. Features exemplary use of details/evidence. Embraces ambiguities
	Purpose is crisp (perhaps intentionally implicit) and provocative. Audience in sync with purpose. Reader emotionally engaged.
	“Less is more!” Word choices are crafted, subtle and help to define purpose. Language is economical, yet powerful. Voice is in sync with purpose and audience.
	Intriguing contexts frame ideas. Guiding idea is artfully woven throughout. Topic sentences, transitions accentuated the purpose. Order of paragraphs, sentences is by design.
	Grammar choices crafted purposefully. Careful proofreading ensures flawless writing. Ready for printing press!!!

	5 
Potential for Excellence
	Clear thesis. Explores topic in focused depth. Strong use of details/evidence. Acknowledges ambiguities.
	Purpose is clear and challenging. Focus of piece doesn’t stray. All choices are intentional.  Relevant to the audience.
	Some evidence that word choices are thoughtful, purposeful, spicy. Writer strives for clarity and simplicity. Voice is active.
	Effective contexts frame ideas. Topic sentences, transitions bind ideas like glue. Order of paragraphs and sentences has been given thought.
	Grammatical structures lend to simplicity and clarity. Proofreading has resulted in a rare error.

	4 
Effective Communication
	Working thesis. Explores idea in some depth. Uses appropriate details/evidence.
	Purpose is clear. Audience is somewhat definable. Reader taps in emotionally in places.
	Writer strives for clear word choices. Language can be crafted more. Language can be simplified or clarified in areas. Attempts at active voice have been made.
	Contexts mostly present. Topic sentences, transitions are present (may not yet bind ideas). Paragraphs have focus. Development of ideas needs crafting.
	Grammar choices are understood. There is evidence of proofreading and the few errors do not distract the reader.

	3
Needs Strengthening
	Evolving thesis. Seed idea recognizable. Ideas require deeper exploration. Weak use of details/evidence.
	Purpose is indicated but needs weight. Focus of piece may diverge from indicated purpose. Fuzzy audience. Lead in/lead out bland. Reader indifferent.
	Sentences may be cluttered with words. More attention to word choices is needed. Repitition of words or thoughts. Voice bland or  inappropriate to audience.
	Contexts for ideas are weak. Topic sentences or transitions are inconsistent. Paragraph order needs thought. Sentence order needs consideration. “Choppy flow!”
	Grammar’s role in clarity has not been considered. Careless proofreading results in careless errors. Errors may distract the reader.

	2 
Needs Considerable Work
	Main idea not established. Topic hinted (no clear idea). Lacking details/evidence. Lacking depth.
	Purpose is vague. Audience is noone definable (only the teacher). Reader works to understand.
	“More is less” – no language economy. Cluttered with meaningless words. Voice is not considered or highly inapproprated for audience
	Contexts are absent. Ideas are disorganized and not grounded. Absent topic sentences and transitions. Paragraph lacks focus and design.
	Grammar, Usage, Mechanics, Spelling errors throughout. The reader must work hard to understand.

	1
We need to talk
	Information dumping only. No focus identifiable.
	Writer has not given a glimmer of a thought as to what the purpose is nor who might be interested in the idea.
	HUH????
	No paragraphs, no order of thought present anywhere.
	What a mess!!! Proofread your work!


