Brien McMahon High School

AP English Literature and Composition

Summer Reading 2011-2012
I. The Novel

    Brave New World (1932)

    Aldous Huxley (1894 – 1963)

In this classic dystopian novel, Huxley creates a world state with no violence and no want but which nevertheless serves as a significant warning to today’s society. The novel explores the roles of the nonconformist and the savage in a society that values “conformity, identity, stability” and explores the sterility and loss of identity in a world of uncontrolled scientific exploration and invention.

Assignment: Read Huxley’s novel and keep notes or post its for September discussion and/or reading tests. Complete the data sheet (attached) for use during literary seminar.

II. Great Movies

The American Film Institute (AFI) has identified the 100 greatest American movies of all time. I have chosen two of my favorites from the AFI list for you to view this summer. Titles are widely available on DVD. 

Assignment: Watch Casablanca (1942) and Singin’ in the Rain (1952). After watching each film, find a full-length (at least four or five paragraphs) professional critique of the movie and read it. Then attach to a printed copy of that review your reaction to the film’s being considered “great.” Is it deserving of the distinction or not? Your evaluations of the films may be short (two to three paragraphs), but you must be specific in your comments. 

III. Literary Criticism

How to Read Literature Like a Professor

Thomas Forster

This book is an invaluable resource for students who are interested in doing more that just a cursory reading of any text they encounter.  Thomas Forster, a professor of English at the University of Michigan, humorously provides an introduction to literary analysis.  

For each chapter (yes, there are 26) 
· summarize the main ideas (can be in the form of bulleted notes)

· then write a short paragraph (no more than five sentences) that explains how the main ideas of that chapter relate to a story, novel, play, or film you have read or seen. At least two (2) of your connections must be to Brave New World. Be prepared to share your connections during the first week of school.

For example, Chapter 1 “Every Trip is a Quest (Except When It’s Not)”
Main Ideas:

· There is usually a quester, a place to go, and a stated reason to go there.

· The quester usually encounters numerous challenges and trials that help him/her on the journey.

· The ultimate reason for the quest is to gain self-knowledge and understanding.

Connections:

     In Homer’s epic, The Odyssey, the epic hero Odysseus follows a quest for 20 years as he attempts to return to his home in Ithaca after the Trojan War. Along the way Odysseus blinds Poseidon’s son Polyphemus, thus offending the god. The many adventures Odysseus has include encountering seductive women like Circe and Calyso, the whirlpool Charybdis, and the man-eating monster Scylla and visiting the Land of the Dead. These experiences allow Odysseus to learn the lessons of patience and humility and return home to his live the rest of his life in peace with his wife Penelope and his son Telemachus.

IV. Cultural Literacy:  Read the following: The Complete Guide to Grimm  by Jacob Grimm (ISBN 9781440458316 or any other edition except those based on movie versions) that includes the following stories: 
“The Twelve Dancing Princesses” 
“Hans in Luck” 
“Briar Rose”
“Rapunzel”
“The Frog Prince”
“The Fisherman and His Wife”
“The Adventures of Chanticleer and Partlet” 
“The Valiant Tailor” 
“Hansel and Gretel”

“Tom Thumb”

“Rumpelstiltskin” 
“The Elves and the Shoemaker”

“Snow White and Rose Red” 
Do not refer to Sparknotes, Cliffnotes, or any other “notes” in lieu of reading the actual source material. Do not refer to the Disney versions of these stories. 
Create a chart in poster form in which you identify the elements from How to Read and Understand Literature Like a Professor that appear in these stories. Be creative and prepared to present your findings to the class. Allow your poster to reflect your personality.

Important Instructions

1. Except for the professional movie reviews, all work submitted must be original and your own. Any references to other works (including but not limited to quotes) must be cited in text using MLA format. For a review of citation format, google the OWL power point presentation on MLA style. Plagiarism will have serious consequences not limited to zero credit for the assignment. 

2. All written work is to be typed and proofread carefully. Handwritten or carelessly presented work will not be accepted.

3. All written work for this assignment is due on the first day of class.

4. Questions? Contact Mrs. Gaber at gabere@norwalkps.org.

5. Enjoy your reading, viewing, writing, and creating. 

	Brien McMahon High School

AP English Literature and Composition

DATA SHEET


	Name:______________________________________ 

DATE: ____________________


	TITLE:______________________________________

AUTHOR: ___________________________________                

DATE OF PUBLICATION: ______________________

SOURCE OF INFORMATION FOR DATA SHEET:

___________________________________________

___________________________________________



	Provide information about the period (literacy, historical, philosophical, etc.).


	

	
	Provide significant details about the author.



	Identify the genre & specify how this work fits its characteristics.


	Provide plot points (use bullets or graphic organizer).



	Draw an image or write your impressions.


	

	AP English Literature and Composition data sheet
	Name:

	Identify and explain the use and effect of three library techniques.

1. 
	Cite and quote one example of each from the work.



	Cite and quote three significant passages  (give page and paragraphs).


	Explain the significance of each passage or explain how it relates to the work as a whole.




AP English data sheet (use additional paper as needed)        Name:_________________________________

	Name of each significant character
	Relationship to other characters
	Three adjectives that describe character
	Purpose/function in story (specify round or flat)

	1.
	1.
	1.
	1.

	2.
	2.
	2.
	2.

	3.
	3.
	3.
	3.

	4.
	4.
	4.
	4.

	5.
	5.
	5.
	5.

	6.
	6.
	6.
	6.

	7.
	7.
	7.
	7.

	8.
	8.
	8.
	8.

	9.
	9.
	9.
	9.

	10.
	10.
	10.
	10.


AP English data sheet




Name:_________________________________

	Describe the setting(s) and explain its significance.


	Write and explain the theme(s) of the work.



	
	Write at least five vocabulary words from the text and define them.  Cite the page and passage in which you found them.

	Identify and explain key metaphors (M) symbols(S) or motifs (F) in the work.


	

	Write at least three questions for discussion, one from each level.




