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Research means that
you don't know, but are
willing to find out.

- Charles F. Kettering
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So you think you’re an expert at international trivia? Try answering some of
these questions:

What is the coldest capital city in the world?

What Canadian city’s name means “muddy water?”

What is Mickey Mouse known as in Italy?

In what country is there a law that forbids people to name a pig Napoleon? (And
I wonder whether they teach Animal Farm therell)

(Answers below.)

These are just a few of the questions students tried to answer as part of the
BMHS library media center’s participation in World Language Week, April 5-9.
They’ve also been identifying the countries represented by the collection of flags
displayed in the library. And visitors to the library know that our shelves are
filled with much more than books; many are also decorated with small figurines
and other items—some just attractive or funny, others (like the plush panda
wearing a silk robe) representative of a culture. These eclectic decorations
formed the basis for the scavenger hunt portion of the student activity: classes
circulated around the room, locating artifacts and identifying their cultural ori-
gin—often with lively discussion.
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INVENTORY—IT’S THAT TIME AGAIN

As the school year comes to its end, the library media center will again be doing its annual inventory. All ma-
terials will be due on Monday, June 14. While the library will be open for classes afterwards, no materials will be cir-

culated.

An annual inventory is essential for several reasons. Knowing precisely what is on the shelves clears up the
“I’'m sure I returned this!” issues—which is why we need to do inventory while the students are still in school and tak-
ing care of year-end obligations. It also helps us replace missing but needed items. Finally, it keeps our catalog accu-
rate; we all know how frustrating it is when we can’t find an item that’s s#pposed to be on the shelf!

Thank you in advance for your understanding and cooperation!
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WATCH IT!

The videotapes that originally belonged to the Norwalk Public Library can
now be searched in the BMHS catalog. There is literally something for
everyone in this collection—from Ken Burns’s “Baseball” series to the
immortal “Woodstock™ film.

Through ongoing donations from an anonymous donor, there has also
been growth in our DVD collection. If you’re glued to PBS on snow days,
you’ve seen the zany but informative Standard Deviants series (described
as Sesame Street for adults); we now have quite a few of those programs, on
subjects ranging from Italian verb forms to SAT prep. We also have
Rocketbook guides to a number of plays and novels used in our curricu-
lum, including The Great Gatsby and The Crucible. We also own quite a few
feature films with potential classroom application. Again, all of these re-
sources can be searched in the BMHS library catalog.

Going Retro

Remember 8-tracks? Walkmen—
both cassette and CD? Turnta-
bles? Typewriters? Dial tele-
phones? The library will have
these examples of defunct technol-
ogy, and more, on display during
the month of May. If you have an
item you would like included, bring
it in! Stop by and get your nostal-
gia on!

TRY IT—YOU’LL LIKE IT!

For the next four weeks, please take advantage of the trial database sub-
scriptions the library media center has obtained. They can be accessed
by typing destiny into address (URL) box of your Internet browser.,
then looking under “Trial Databases.” Email us for usernames and pass-
words. You can find everything from curriculum-related videos
(including entire Shakespeare plays), to ready-made handouts, back-
ground info on controversial issues, primary sources on modern world
history, examinations of literary movements, and writing tips. Encour-
age your students to use these resources for information. And let us
know which of these databases were most useful to you and your classes.

LUNCH BUNCH IS BACK

The Lunch Bunch book club had its first
meeting of the year on March 31; mem-

GREATER ROCHESTER

TEEN BOOK FESTIVAL
If you love hearing YA authors talk

GET CAUGHT READING!

Get caught reading during the month
of May! For the second year, the li-
brary staff will be on the lookout for
readers, in the library, in the cafeteria,
outside after school, in the corri-
dors—anywhere and everywhere!
They’ll be handing out bookmarks—
very useful things for readersl—and
also taking names to enter into a
drawing to be held on May 31.
They’ll also be armed with cameras to
immortalize BMHS readers; watch
for poster-sized pictures of your
friends and their favorite books next
year!

bers discussed The Afferlife by Gary Soto.
Our next book is Rules of Survival by
Nancy Werlin. Copies of books for the

about their work in a forum made up

. Andronik says its worth it!), keep the
book club were made available through a

grant from YALSA (Young Adult Li-
brary Services Association).
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the event is FREE!

Festival in mind on Saturday, May 15.
Laurie Halse Anderson (Speak), Holly Black (Ironside), Coe Booth (Tyrell),
Ellen Hopkins (Crank), Lisa McMann (Wake), Ben Mikaelsen (Touching Spirit
D'Dety 8 'faemdn (S#&A) in, Neutral), and
Vivian Vande Velde (Companions of the Night). As if all that weren’t enough,

almost entirely of teens, and don’t mind driving 12 hours round-trip (Ms.

Greater Rochester (NY) Teen Book
This year’s featured authors include




