
We’ve been promising, and 

we’re almost ready to de-

liver!  As so many of you 

have asked, the BMHS Li-

brary Media Center will be 

selling red-white-and-blue 

McMahon “M” car magnets.  

The proceeds from this fund-

raiser will go towards adding 

print and nonprint resources 

to the library and supporting 

reading initiatives.  (Thinking 

really big, we’d love to make 

enough money to bring in a 

visiting author!) 

We would love to reinstate 

the Student Library Commit-

tee this year.  Adults have 

lots of ideas about what a 

school library should look 

like—but in the end it’s the 

students who actually use it, 

and the library staff would 

appreciate their advice.  

Would they like the furniture 

and spaces arranged differ-

ently?  Is the collection 

meeting their needs?

meeting their needs?  Are 

there programs they would 

attend if the school library 

offered them?  If students 

ARE library users, why?  If 

they aren’t, why not—and 

what would entice them 

through those double doors?  

We’re looking for students 

who live in the library, stu-

dents who  have never taken 

out a book, and anyone in-

between.   Logistics are still 

being figured out, but we will 

probably meet about once a 

month during lunch waves.  

Please mention this opportu-

nity to your classes—and add 

that membership on a Stu-

dent Library Committee 

would look REALLY impres-

sive on a college application!  
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BOOKFAIR 

The Book Fair is coming!!  The 

Book Fair is coming!! 

Books make great gifts, and 

the BMHS Library Media Cen-

ter will be making it easy for 

you to choose the best titles 

for giving!  We’ll be hosting a 

book fair during the week of 

December 13.  Books will be 

provided by Merritt Bookstore, 

located in Millbrook, New York.  

There will be something for 

everybody—teen novels, clas-

sics, best-

sellers, cook-

books, titles 

just for teach-

ers, even a 

few picture 

books perfect 

for gift-giving.   

 

DONORSCHOOSE 

Do we love DonorsChoose?   In 

the BMHS Library Media Cen-

ter, yes, we certainly do!  Ms. 

Andronik is happy to report that 

we’ve received yet another 

DonorsChoose grant.  This one 

will benefit the AP Spanish 

students, who will soon have 

access to books in the original 

Spanish by such authors as 

Gabriel Garcia Marquez, Ana 

Maria Matute, and Miguel de 

Unamuno.  There are also Eng-

lish-language critical and his-

torical books that place the 

literature in context.   

Do you have a research project 

idea, but are hesitating be-

cause the library media center 

lacks sufficient materials?  

Your new project could be just 

a grant away!  



P a g e  2  

Yes, there 

ARE gay, 

Hispanic, 

and even 

weight-

challenged 

superheroes!

UFOs (Uncontrollable 

Fiction Obsessives)

sighted in New Mexico. 

YALSA ‘S YOUNG ADULT LITERATURE SYMPOSIUM 

     Warm autumn sun-

shine, Georgia O’Keeffe 

landscapes, Pueblo Native 

American communities, 

great Mexican food—and 

LOTS of young adult litera-

ture.  That’s what Ms.  

Andronik got to enjoy at-

tending the second bien-

nial Young Adult Literature 

Symposium, sponsored by 

the Young Adult Library 

Services Association, held 

from November 5 through 

7 in Albuquerque, New 

Mexico.  The theme of this 

year’s conference was 

“Diversity, Literature and 

Teens,” and focused on 

topics like fiction (and non-

fiction)  for teens featuring 

GLBTQ, urban, Hispanic, 

disabled, or otherwise 

“non-mainstream” ele-

ments.   

     Unable to choose be-

tween all-day pre-

conference sessions on 

GLBTQ or urban books, 

Ms. Andronik divided her 

time and attention, attend-

ing the former in the morn-

ing and the latter in the 

afternoon.  She came 

away with some excellent 

bibliographies for collec-

tion development. 

     Far too early Saturday 

morning she enjoyed a 

presentation on Latino 

literature highlighted by 

readings and comments 

by YA authors Margarita 

Engle and Ben Saenz.  

Next came an interactive 

discussion about the lar-

ger meaning of diversity:  

Every teen reader is differ-

ent in one way or another, 

and books are seldom 

“one size fits all.”   

     The Bill Morris Author 

Luncheon featured author 

Vaunda Micheaux Nelson, 

winner of the Coretta Scott 

King Book Award for Bad 

News for Outlaws:  The 

Remarkable Life of Bass 

Reeves, Deputy U.S. Mar-

shall.  While that book is 

aimed for a younger audi-

ence, she read aloud from 

her forthcoming fictional-

ized biography for teens of 

her uncle, the feisty pro-

prietor of a notable Harlem 

bookshop from the 1930s 

into the 1970s.   

     That afternoon, Ms. 

Andronik was herself a 

presenter, giving a paper 

on her Ph.D. dissertation 

topic, recent Australian 

fiction for young adults 

and the many American 

awards it’s been winning. 

     Next came an enthusi-

astic talk about diversity in 

graphic novels, including 

“traditional” comic books 

and manga.  Yes, there 

ARE gay, Hispanic, and 

even weight-challenged 

superheroes!  

     Saturday evening, at-

tendees enjoyed a private 

guided tour of the Indian 

Pueblo Cultural Center, 

which featured a display of 

traditional pottery and 

weaving from the 19 pueb-

los as well as historical 

information. 

     Sunday morning was 

filled with big name au-

thors:  first an interactive 

demonstration of the 

power of “open 

mic” (a.k.a. “slam”) poetry 

readings led by the dy-

namic and prolific Nikki 

Grimes; then a closing 

discussion by Lauren 

Myracle and Ellen Hopkins 

about the many commu-

nity challenges their books 

have generated. 

     If anyone would like 

copies of handouts or 

booklists from any of 

these sessions, just let 

Ms. A know and she can 

print them out or email 

you a link.   

     Ms. Andronik is already 

looking forward to the 

2012 Symposium in St. 

Louis! 

 

B r i e n  M c M a h o n   



Public Library Cards—Well Worth It! 
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Students often ask why they 

need a card from their public 

library.  There are a number of 

good reasons. 

 The Norwalk Public Library 

now includes the patron’s 

picture on the card.  It is an-

other form of photo identifi-

cation! 

 With a library card from your 

hometown public library, you 

can borrow materials from 

any public library in Connecti-

cut. 

 You need a public library card 

barcode number to access 

the databases in 

www.iconn.org from 

home—that’s tens of thou-

sands of magazine and 

journal articles, e-books, 

excerpts from reference 

books, and other valuable 

research tools. 

 Research has shown that 

high student achievement 

is linked to library card 

ownership.  “Doing home-

work more frequently, 

having home Internet 

access, and owning  

nassaulibrary.org 

a community library card 

had higher returns in 

terms of student achieve-

ment for black children or 

children from low socio-

economic families than for 

their counterparts.” 

(Xia, Nailing.  “Family  Fac-

tors and Student Out-

comes.”  Rand Corpora-

tion.  http://

www.rand.org/pubs/

rgs_dissertations/

RGSD256/ 

Our star readers! 

 

Glory Previlus Grade 9 21 books 

Gabriella Williams Grade 9 17 books 

Dorota Sutkowski Grade 9 14 books 

Steven Yang Grade 9 14 books 

Yvens Borno Grade 9 13 books 

Moesha Moss Grade 9 11 books 

Brian Trujillo Jimenez Grade 9 11 books 

Eric Duchimaza Grade 9 10 books 

Hanzel Garcia Grade 9 9 books 

Emma Lipson Grade 9 9 books 

The following students have checked out the largest number of books 

from the BMHS Library Media Center since the beginning of the year.  

Congratulations! 

The library media center would like to thank Ms. 
Knox for her donation of a HUGE lovely basket 

Thanks also to Ms. Lialios for her donation of a Scrabble 
game for the tournament to be held later this year.  
(We’re still looking for more, by the way.) 

 LUNCH BUNCH BOOK CLUB UP & RUNNING 

     The Lunch Bunch Book Club is now going into its 

third year.  For our first book of the 2010-2011 school 

year, we’ve chosen The Hunger Games by Suzanne 

Collins, a dystopian thriller in which teens are pitted 

against each other in a fight to the death—all broadcast 

on a version of reality TV gone mad.  (If this sounds like 

it would make a great movie, you’re right—it’s in the 

planning stages.)  The book club meets during the pe-

riod 6 lunch waves, where we not only talk about 

books, we also enjoy refreshments.  We’re hoping to 

receive another Great Stories grant from the American 

Library Association to provide us with books for the 

second half of the year.   

STAFF TEEN LIT BOOK CLUB 

Love to read?  Want more insight into the books 

your students are talking about?  Ms. Andronik is 

thinking of forming a staff book club with a twist:  

we’ll be reading YA novels.  Interested?  Drop Ms. 

A. an email or note! 



Here’s advance notice of a webinar that’s 

coming up on March 9, 2011.  Entitled “This 

Is Not Optional:  Developing and Delivering 

Comprehensive, Predictable and Account-

able Big6 Information Literacy for College– 

or Workforce-Bound Students with Mike 

Eisenberg,” it will present practical informa-

tion about the nationally recognized re-

search model.  The Big6 is an incredibly use-

ful model for students of any age who are 

engaged in research projects.  The webinar 

is sponsored by Library Media Connection, 

an affiliate of ABC-CLIO.  It’s held at 4 p.m.  

The more attendees we can attract, the bet-

ter the pricing.  If you are interested, please 

drop Ms. Andronik or Ms. Payton a note or 

an email.   

 

DO TEENS READ? 

A recent article in the Washing-

ton Post says that they defi-

nitely do—although not all their 

reading is in formats like books, 

newspapers, or magazines any 

more; reading a website is still 

reading!  Check out the details 

at  http://tinyurl.com/262cqvx. 

 

 

Book of the Month 

Ostrich Boys 
by Keith Gray 

Best friends Blake, Sim, and Kenny 

are mourning buddy Ross’s death 

in a bicycle accident.  It’s wrong 

that he is no longer with them—and 

the funeral seems even more 

wrong, with well-meaning words 

from people who hardly seem to 

have known Ross the way the boys 

did.  So they concoct a wild and 

crazy scheme to kidnap his ashes 

and let him fulfill his lifelong dream:  

to travel to the little town of Ross, 

Scotland.  It looks like a simple 

train trip, but what ensues is far 

from simple as Kenny, Blake, and 

Sim encounter everything from  

beautiful Scottish girls to bungee 

jumping along their journey.  And 

somewhere along the way, they  

make momentous dis-

coveries about them-

selves, and uncover a 

disturbing truth about 

the friend they thought 

they knew better than 

anyone.   

WEBINAR 
TECHNOLOGY OF THE 

MONTH 

Looking for an alternative to 

PowerPoint as a presentation 

tool?  Try Prezi! 

http://prezi.com/ 

It’s a slideshow with swing, 

sort of a graphic organizer set 

in motion.  In a single large 

frame, you can zoom in and 

out, free of the constraints of 

linear designs like PowerPoint 

or PhotoStory.  Prezi Basic is 

free; upgrades provide addi-

tional storage space and edit-

ing options.   

It is what you read when you 

don't have to that determines 

what you will be when you 

can't help it.  ~Oscar Wilde 

NEW BOOKS ARE IN! 

After the new book drought of school 

year 2009-2010, the BMHS Library 

Media Center is happy to announce that 

NEW BOOKS HAVE ARRIVED!  

Besides biographies, lots of new health-

related materials, and the latest college 

and SAT prep references, there is also 

plenty of fiction to fit all tastes.  The 

“Drama High” series has already proven 

popular (and much thanks to the student 

who recommended it!).  The 2010 

Printz Award winner, Going Bovine by 

Libba Bray, is also available.  With the 

holiday break coming soon, please en-

courage students to stop by the library 

and choose the perfect book for a quiet, 

snowy winter afternoon. 

http://www.goodreads.com/book/photo/8772315-ostrich-boys

