
“GOING FOR THE GOLD” 

Columbus Magnet School            January 14, 2010 

 

THURSDAY NOTICE 
 

Important Dates 
 
Thursday, Jan. 14                 Parent/Child Book Club, 3:30pm  
                                    Lottery Informational Meeting, 7:00pm 
                                                  PTO General Meeting, 7:00pm 
Friday, Jan. 15                               MLK Peace Games, 9:30 am 
                                                       YA – Grades 1 & 2, 3:30pm 
                                         YA Mission Parent Meeting, 7:00pm 
                                                     Family Movie Night, 7:00pm  
Monday, Jan. 18       Dr. Martin L. King Day – School Holiday 
Wednesday, Jan. 20                      Overtime Athletics, 3:45pm  
Friday, Jan. 22     ASM – Short Wharf Theater Teaser, 9:30am 
                                                       YA – Grades 3 & 4, 3:30pm 
    

 

The Columbus School Website is: 

www.norwalk.k12.ct.us/columbus 
Check it out! 

 

Reminder:  The Thursday Notice deadline is every Tuesday.  

Please email all submissions toTeri Gaberman, Parent 

Coordinator at: gabermant@norwalkps.org . 

 

MLK Peace Games 2010 
Columbus Magnet School will be conducting the Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr., 2010 Peace Games on Friday, January 15th at 
9:30am.  The Columbus School community proudly upholds 
an annual tradition to remember, honor and reflect upon the 
awe-inspiring message of Dr. King in an all encompassing 
school and community outreach celebration.  This year’s 
theme is entitled, “A Universal Message for Peace Through 
Music” and will feature a guest speaker, songs, readings, and 
cooperative activities.  Students will gather in multi-age 
circles and participate in activities which promote this year’s 
theme.  Parents are welcome to join a student circle and 
assist in the activities.   

 

CMS Movie Night  

***Friday, January 15th*** 
Come out and support the 5th grade class by bringing the 
entire family to the CMS Movie Night on Friday, January 
15th, 2010 featuring Disney’s “UP.”  Doors will open at 6:30 
pm with the movie starting at 7:00 pm.  Pizza, Snacks and 
Drinks will be sold at the event.  Admission is $2.00 per 
person or $10 per family.  Columbus Spirit Wear will be on 
sale throughout the evening.  For questions, please contact 
Leigh Anne #847-2102 or Chrisy #857-4841.   

 

 
Columbus Lottery 2010 

The Annual Columbus Lottery is officially underway!   
Columbus is an alternative public elementary school that 
offers a voluntary integration program which is open to all 
students in grades K-5 residing in Norwalk.  Columbus 
operates on a modified Bank Street model program utilizing a 
Social Studies integrated curriculum.  The program 
emphasizes self discovery and addresses the intellectual, 
social and emotional needs of the child.  Columbus is 
designated a H.O.T. (Higher Order Thinking) School by the 
Connecticut Commission of the Arts.  As a H.O.T. School, 
Columbus integrates art and music into the curriculum while 
also stressing the need for a democratic school setting and 
increased student achievement.   
 
Using the restructured lottery system, incoming students are 
drawn based on their home-school district.  Columbus’ forty-
four kindergarten seats will be filled by drawing applicants 
from twelve districts within the city of Norwalk.  Siblings at 
Columbus will be factored in by district before the lottery 
draw.  The lottery application enrollment period closes on 
Monday, March 1st, 2010 at 4:00pm.  Applications are 
available at the Columbus Main Office or online at 
www.norwalk.k12.ct.us/columbus and must be submitted in 
person or by mail to the school.  The Lottery Draw is 
scheduled to take place at Columbus on Thursday, March 
18th at 7:00pm.   
 
An Informational Lottery Open House for parents will be 
held on Thursday, January 14th at 7:00pm in the school 
auditorium.  Guided tours will be offered to parents by the 
Columbus Student Ambassadors during the lottery 
application period and will showcase the wonderful learning 
opportunities taking place at the school.  Tours will begin 
promptly at 11:00am and will last for approximately one 
hour.  The schedule is as follows: Wednesdays, January 27th, 
February 3rd, 10th, 24th, and March 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th, and 
31st, 2010.  Reservations are required for the guided tours. 
 
For further information or to make a tour reservation, please 
contact Teri Gaberman, CMS Parent Coordinator at #203-
899-2840, ext. 118 or gabermant@norwalkps.org. 

All School Meeting 
On Friday, January 22nd at 9:30am, the cast from the Weston 
Middle School Short Wharf Theater will present a production 
teaser from their upcoming play, “Bye Bye Birdie.”  The show 
is set in the late 1950s as teenagers across the country are 
going crazy for the handsome rock star Conrad Birdie.  Songs 
from the show will include, “Telephone Hour,” “Kids,” “Put 
on a Happy Face,” and “Honestly Sincere.”  The show will be 
performed at Weston High School on Fri, Jan. 29th, Sat. Jan 
30, & Sun. Jan 31. Discounted tickets will be available to 
Columbus families in addition to a private backstage tour. 

http://www.norwalk/
mailto:gabermant@norwalkps.org
http://www.norwalk.k12.ct.us/columbus
mailto:gabermant@norwalkps.org


 
 

ECHOes 
The first session of ECHOes began last week with much 
success and excitement!!! Students in grades 2 through 5 
participated in a variety of cultural enrichment activities led 
by staff and parent volunteers.  ECHOes will continue to meet 
through March 1st.  Please be sure to ask your children to 
share their ECHOes experiences with you!!! 

 

Young Astronauts  
Young Astronauts in Grades 1 and 2 will meet on Friday, 
January 15th at 3:30pm in the gym.  A YA Mission Parent 
Meeting will be held on Friday, January 15th at 7:00pm in the 
Faculty Lounge. For more information, please contact May 
Lou Buswell at #203-847-7209. 

 

School Delays and Closings  
To find out the latest information regarding school delays 
and closings during inclement weather, please watch TV 
channels 3, 6, 8 or 12; listen to local AM and FM radio 
stations; check the NPS website:  
http//norwalkpublicschools.org; or call the Norwalk Public 
Schools Hotline at #203-854-4123.     
Before and After School E-Care: The YMCA E-Care program 
is not open when school is cancelled due to weather or when 
there is a delayed opening or early dismissal.  
 

REMINDER:  School is closed on Monday, January 18th, 
2010 in observance of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day! 
 

 

DISTRICT BUDGET NEWS 
The Common Council will be meeting to set the cap on the 
District Budget on Tuesday, February 23rd, 2010.  This is not 
a time to talk about Columbus School and our needs BUT it is 
a time to come out and support the Norwalk School Budget 
as a whole.  There will be other opportunities to show 
support for our school. 
 
 

Parent Volunteers Needed!!! 
Parent Volunteers are needed to help organize the Resource 
Room.  Interested parents may contact Miss Judy or Miss 
Joan.  Many Thanks!!! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Academically Talented Program News 

Parents of students in Grades 3, 4 and 5 who wish to 
nominate their child for the Academically Talented Program 
for next year are asked to complete a Parent Nomination 
Form and submit it to AT teacher, Pat Woodring on or before 
Friday, January 29th.  Forms and additional information 
about the program can be found on the AT website – 
www.teacherstech.org/AT/ or click on the AT link on the 
Columbus website.  Parents may nominate their children for 
the program ONLY once during Grades 3 through 8.   

 

Spirit Wear 
January Sale – Adult T-Shirts for ONLY $8!!! 

Winter is Cold…Keep the kids warm with our great hats, 
long sleeve shirts and cozy pajama pants.  See the attached 
order form for items available for immediate delivery!!! Items 
can be previewed on the school website 
http://;portal.norwalkps.org/schools/cmes/Pages/CMS1.as
px        Remember…Every Friday is School Spirit Day! 

 
Silent Auction News/Updates 

Regifting!  One sure-fire way to successfully regift is to 
donate to the silent auction!  No gift is too small!  The auction 
team will add items together for baskets and create a great 
product for auction.  For further information or to set up a 
donation, please contact Amy Comunale at 
mrscomunale@gmail.com or Kathie Oberst at 
koberst2001@yahoo.com. Thank You! 
 

CMS PTO News 
The CMS PTO is seeking nominations for all Executive Board 
positions with two year term beginning in the Fall of 2010.    
Available positions include:  (2) Co-Presidents, Treasurer, 
Recording Secretary and PTO Council Representative.  The  
current PTO Executive Board members are committed to 
providing assistance to incoming leaders.  Incoming leaders 
will be invited to shadow the existing team for the remainder 
of this school year and then will have available support as 
needed beginning in the fall.  Those who are interested 
should submit their names to either Donna Spellman at 
spellman@optonline.net  or Chrisy Limone at 
chris.limone@sbcglobal.net.  

 
Parent Advertisements 

 
Do you want to have a re-organizing or storage solution in 
your home?  Columbus mom offers a free consultation.  5% 
of your service purchase will be donated to CMS.  Please call 
#203-525-2043. 
 
A Columbus mom is available for weekend babysitting. Some 
overnights are possible.  Please call #203-525-2043. 
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Due to the new ordering process we only have select items and sizes available for immediate delivery (please see below).  These items 
are on a first come, first serve basis and there are no returns. If you do not see the item or size you wish to purchase, keep looking in 
the Thursday Notice for our complete order form. All ordering instructions and dates will be noted in full order form. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Adult T-Shirts  Price $8.00   100% Cotton, Color: Grey, Navy  - White Logo 

Color   Size/Qty   Size/Qty   Size/Qty 
GREY   Small   Med   Large   
GREY   XL   XXL    
 

NAVY   Small   Med      
NAVY   XL   XXL   Subtotal$   

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Long Sleeve T-Shirt  Price:  $13.00   100% Cotton, Colors:  Grey, Navy - White Logo 

 

Color   Size/Qty   Size/Qty 
GREY   Med   Large   

   

NAVY   Med   Large      
 

Sizing details:   Medium (8/10) Chest 17”, Length 22” and Sleeve Length 18” 
Large (14/16) Chest 18”, Length 24”and Sleeve Length 20”   Subtotal$   

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Girls Short Sleeve Crew Neck T-Shirt Price:  $15.00 100% Cotton, Colors:  Fuchsia, Turquoise - White Logo 
These shirts are tailored and form fitting, not boxy and long 

Color   Size/Qty   Size/Qty 
TURQUOISE (Lt. Blue) Med   Large   

   

FUCHSIA (Pink)  Med    (only med. available)    
 

Sizing details:   Medium (8/10), Large (14/16)      Subtotal$   
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Pajama Pants  Price:  $20.00   100% Double Brushed European Style Flannel (Allow for shrinkage) 
Waist has taping with string tie    Color:  Blue Plaid with White Logo on Left Thigh  

Color   Size/Qty   Size/Qty   Size/Qty 
BLUE   Small   Med   Large   

   

BLUE     (Adult) Small    
    

Sizing details: Small 20” (6/8), Medium 23” (8/10), Large 26” (14/16), Adult Small 28" 
Inseam Length:  Small -23”, Medium – 26”, Large - 28.5”, Adult Small – 31” Subtotal$   

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Knit Cap  Price:  $10.00   100% Turbo Acrylic, One Size  Color:  Navy with White Logo 

Color   Qty    
BLUE   1 Size Fits Most    

 

           Subtotal$   
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Canvas Boat TotePrice:  $12.00  14oz. 100% Cotton Color:  Natural/Light Blue with Light Blue Logo 

Color   Qty   
Lt. BLUE      

 

Sizing details:   18½" high (plus handles) X 13½" width X 5½" depth    Subtotal$    
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
           Grand Total $   

Student Name: ___________________________ Phone#:      
 

Home Room#:  _______________ Teacher:         

**LIMITED** 
SPIRIT WEAR 
ORDER FORM 



 
 
 
 
Silent Auction Committee 
Columbus Magnet School 
46 Concord Street 
Norwalk, CT 06854 

(203) 899-2840 
 

CMS Fundraising Silent Auction  

DONATION FORM 
Each auction item needs to have a full and complete description of the following:  
what it is, what purpose is serves, what’s included with it, what’s unique about it, it’s retail 
value, any unique or limiting details (is it a collectors’ item or an antique).  
 
Description of Item/Service:          
              
 

Fair Market Value:            
 

Restrictions/Effective Dates:          
 

Donor Name:       Tel:      
 

Donor Mailing Address:           

              
 

Donor Email Address:           
 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Solicited By:       Tel:      
 

 

Please select one of the following:    
 

(   ) Certificate Attached   (   ) Donor will Deliver  (   ) Pick up Arrangement Necessary 
 
 
 
           
 

In order for all items to be included in the auction catalog, we must ask for all donations no later 

than Friday, February 5
th

. Early donations are greatly appreciated. Thank you in advance for your 

adherence. 


