
yGOING FOR THE GOLDx 

Columbus Magnet School            March 11, 2010 

THURSDAY NOTICE 
Important Dates 

Thursday, March 11              PTO General Meeting ð 7:00pm 
Friday, March 12        ASM ð Grumbling Gryphons ð 1:45pm   
                                         YA Ziti/Bingo Night ð 6:15-8:30pm 
Wednesday, March 17                Overtime Athletics- 3:30pm 
Thursday, March 18                           ECHOes ð 2:15-3:00pm 
                             Parent/Child Book Club ð 3:30pm-4:30pm 
                                                             Lottery Draw - 7:00pm 
Friday, March 19      ASM- Irish Music Performance -9:30am 
                                        PTO Silent Auction Dinner ð 7:00pm 
March 19th ð 25th                                               CMS Book Fair 
Wednesday, March 24th                           Jump Rope for Heart 
                                                     Overtime Athletics ð 3:30pm 

 

The Columbus School Website is: 

www.norwalk.k12.ct.us/columbus 
Check it out! 

Reminder:  The Thursday Notice deadline is every Tuesday.  

Please email all submissions toTeri Gaberman, Parent 

Coordinator at: gabermant@norwalkps.org . 

Columbus Lottery 2010  
The Lottery Application period is now closed. However, ALL 
SIBLING applications MUST BE submitted on or before 
Monday, March 15th.  Just a reminder that siblings of 
students currently attending Columbus are given Lottery 
Priority Status.  The Lottery Draw is scheduled to take place 
at Columbus on Thursday, March 18th at 7:00pm. 
      Guided tours are currently being offered to parents by the 
Columbus Student Ambassadors and will showcase the 
wonderful learning opportunities taking place at the school.  
Tours will begin promptly at 11:00am and will last for 
approximately one hour.  The schedule is as follows: 
Wednesdays, March 17th, 24th, and 31st, 2010.  Reservations 
are required for the guided tours. For further information or 
to make a tour reservation, please contact Teri Gaberman, 
CMS Parent Coordinator at #203-899-2840, ext. 118 or 
gabermant@norwalkps.org. 

Student Morning Drop Off Alert  
The procedure for morning drop off is for ALL vehicles to 
pull up to the crosswalk in order to allow the student to exit 
safely out of the vehicle and enter into the school building.  
Due to safety regulations, students are NOT PERMITTED to 
exit out of the vehicle prior to the crosswalk drop off 
location. Thank you for your cooperation in this matter and 
for keeping our students safe! 

All School Meeting 
Friday, March 12th, 1:45pm ð This interactive enrichment 
program will feature the amazing Grumbling Gryphonsõ 
performance of an African/Caribbean folktale entitled, 
òAnansi ð The Trickster Spider.ó   

CMT TESTING REMINDER!!! 
Grades 3-4-5 

Attention Parents -    The Connecticut Mastery Testing 
will begin on Tuesday, March 2nd through Wednesday, 
March 17th.  Please be sure that your child gets a good 
nightõs rest and eats a healthy breakfast each morning 
of testing. 
 

 
Silent Auction Dinner ð  

Friday, March19 ð 7:00pm! 
The CMS Silent Auction Dinner is just around the 
corner!!! The Dinner will take place on Friday, March 
19th from 7:00pm ð 11:00pm at the Chatham Manor 
on Connecticut Avenue in Norwalk.  Ticket prices are 
$40 per person or $70 per couple.  We have something 
for everyone so invite the in-laws, aunts and 
uncleséALL are WELCOME!!! Tickets will not be sold 
at the door so please fill out the attached invite and 
send it in.  Our catalog is filled with great items and 
adventures ð a sneak peak of the catalog will be coming 
home on Friday!!! For information, please contact Amy 
Comunale at #203-981-7025 or Kathie Oberst at 
#203-247-0172. 

Young Astronauts Ziti/Bingo 
Fundraising Event 

Friday, March 12 ð 6:15pm-8:30pm 
Please Note:  This event will begin promptly at 6:15pm 
with dinner being served from 6:15pm-7:00pm.  Bingo 
will begin at 7:00pm ð No exceptions.  Reservations 
only ð No Walk-Ins on the night!  We still need 
donations to help make this night a success.  We need 
food items and bingo prizes.  If you have not already 
made a donation or a reservation and would like to 
come, please contact Sheree McCormick at (203)866-
2095.  This night is to honor the current mission 
òCosmo Aperioó - the 15th Annual YA Mission!  
 
*Young Astronauts in Grades 1&2 will not  be 
meeting on Friday, March 12th due to the event!* 
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Adventures in Art  
The Adventures in Art Program is back!!!  Our new project 
for the 2009-2010 school year involves creating a myriad of 
murals throughout the hallways of CMS through the use of 
narrative art forms. Parentsé.We need your help to make 
this project possible!!!  Please consider volunteering during 
your childõs art class during the following dates: March 26 ð 
April 1st. If you are interested in volunteering, please contact 
Adriana LõArchevesque at #203-840-9081 or 
Adriana@larchevesque.com. 
 

PTO Meeting Update 
The next PTO General Meeting is scheduled for Thursday, 
March 11th at 7:00pm in the library. 
 

Yearbook Corner 
TIME IS RUNNING OUT! 

The CMS Yearbook is full of candid photos, school events, 
clubs and more!  Donõt miss out on this keepsake!  Sale ends 
in three weeks and books will not be available for purchase 
after April 1.  Send in your payment of $20.00 made out to 
òCMS PTOó today! 

Young Astronauts  

Young Astronauts in Grades 3 and 4 will meet on Friday, 
March 19th at 3:30pm in the gym.   For information on the 
Young Astronauts Program, please contact May Lou Buswell 
at #203-847-7209. 

Parent/Child Book Club 
The Parent/Child Book Club will meet to discuss Gordon 
Kormanõs CT Nutmeg nominee, òSwindleó on Thursday, 
March 18th from 3:30 ð 4:30pm.  òAfter unscrupulous 
collector S. Wendell Palomino cons him out of a valuable 
baseball card, sixth-grader Griffin Bing puts together a band 
of misfits to break into Palominoõs heavily guarded store and 
steal the card back, planning to use the money to finance his 
fatherõs failing invention, the Smart Pick fruit picker.ó  Please 
let Mrs. Pearce know if you can come.  Refreshments will be 
served.   

Overtime Athletics  
Please Note:  Overtime Athletics will be extended 
through Wednesday, March 24th!!!  Please make a note 
on your calendar!!! 

Norwalk Board of Education News 
Mr. Michael Nast, Interim Superintendent of Schools and 
Staff, will be hosting a discussion and overview of the 
2010/11 Norwalk Public Schools Operating Budget on 
Monday, March 15, 2010 at 7:00pm at Brien McMahon 
High School Center for Global Studies Community Room.   
Please Note: On Wednesday, March 24th at 7:30pm, there 
will be a Board of Estimate Meeting at Norwalk City Hall at 
the Concert Hall. This is the ONLY Public Hearing meeting 
on the Board of Education Budget.  This is the time to come 
together in unity to support our school and ALL Norwalk 
Public Schools. 

CMS Book Fair 
The Book Fair is coming to Columbus on March 19th through 
March 25th.  Please consider volunteering your time!  There 
are still many open slots available.  Please contact Carmelina 
Misorek at #203-846-3158 or cmisorek@yahoo.com with 
any questions.  Thank You! 

Jump Rope for Heart!  
Jump Rope for Heart is Wednesday, March 24th!  We are 
looking for Parent and Family volunteers to help at each of 
the 12 activities.  The times are as follows: 

Grades K-1 ð 9:45am-11:00am 
Grades4-5-11:15am-12:30pm 
Grades 2-3 ð 1:15pm-2:45pm 

Please contact Teri Gaberman, Parent Coordinator if you are 
interested in volunteering for any of these time slots.   

Remember, òBe a Heart Hero!ó 
Many Thanks, Mr. Smith 

Gardening Group Update 
For those of you who do not know, I am the Gardening 
Group.  I have enjoyed maintaining the grounds around the 
school for the last 4 years with help from occasional 
volunteers and many of the students.  Unfortunately, I will 
not be able to continue with this job for the next year or two 
since I have gone back to school.  If you are interested in 
taking this on, please contact me to talk some more.  It is not 
a big job and the children love to help.  In the Spring, I 
usually weed, clean-up, and then plant some annuals.  In the 
Fall, I plant some mums and put in some bulbs.  The city did 
a nice job putting in new bushes, but there are now some 
areas which could really use some annuals this Spring and 
bulbs in the Fall.  Last year, we even had a local company 
come in for a day (for community service) and do most of the 
planting with the children.  This is not a big time 
commitment and it is a nice way to help Columbus continue 
to be a bright spot in South Norwalk.  POlease consider 
volunteering.  Thank You.  Diane Cano - #203-855-8701 or 
lcanod@aol.com.  

Save the Date!!! 

Irish Dancers ð Take Note! ð Mr. & Mrs. 
Murtha, along with friend David Paton will be sharing a 
program of Irish music at the All School Meeting on Friday, 
March 19th at 9:30am.  If any students take Irish dance 
lessons, or took lessons last year with Mrs. Murtha in 
ECHOes or participated in the Second Grade World Cultures 
Dance Program and would like to do a step or two at their 
live Irish music program, please contact Mrs. Murtha at 
203-854-5541 or sdmurtha@sbcglobal.net. 
 

***Columbus Parent Corner*** 
Moms ð Do you need a place to get NEW information about 
how to raise a healthy family?  Would you like to share ideas 
with other Moms or ask questions to a panel comprised of a 
pediatrician, child psychologist, occupational therapist and 
others?  Answers to your questions will be reviewed by the 
panel and sent back to you.  Come take a look at my website: 
DearMom.us and let me know what you think.  Cathy 
Anderson, Columbus mom. 
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