
“GOING FOR THE GOLD” 

Columbus Magnet School            April 8, 2010 

THURSDAY NOTICE 
 

Important Dates                                                             
Thursday, April 8                                         ECHOes – 2:15pm 
                                                PTO General Meeting – 7:00pm 
Friday, April 9                                        YA Gr. 1&2 – 3:30pm 
April 12-16                               Spring Recess – NO SCHOOL 
April 22                                 H.O.T. School Meeting – 2:30pm 
April 23                         ASM – K-4Student Showcase-9:30am 
                                      Buddy Family Night 6:30pm -8:30pm 
April 29                                         Second Grade Cultural Fair               
                                   Parent/Child Book Club – 3:30-4:30pm 

 

The Columbus School Website is: 

www.norwalk.k12.ct.us/columbus 
Check it out! 

Reminder:  The Thursday Notice deadline is every Tuesday.  

Please email all submissions toTeri Gaberman, Parent 

Coordinator at: gabermant@norwalkps.org . 

 

CMS Visitor Badges  
Attention Parents!!! Our bright yellow CMS Visitor 
Badges have inadvertently found new homes and we 
are asking your help in retrieving the badges and 
returning them to the Main Office as soon as possible!  
Thank you so much!!! 

 
CMS PTO Silent Auction &  

Parents Night Out Fiesta– May 1st!!! 
Join in the FUN at the CMS PTO Silent Auction & 
Parents Night Out Fiesta on Saturday, May 1st from 
7:00pm-11:00pm at the American Legion, 60 County 
Street, Norwalk.  The evening festivities will include 
dinner, cash bar, DJ & Dancing, and 1 FREE drink 
coupon per person.  Price per person is $25.  Please be 
sure to check your mail for your invitation and RSVP on 
or before April 27th.  Proceeds to benefit ALL CMS PTO 
sponsored events & activities!! For questions, please 
contact Kathy Oberst at #247-0172 or 
koberst2001@yahoo.com or Amy Comunale at 
mrscomunale@gmail.com.  

CMS Citywide Science Fair Winners!! 
Congratulations and a HUGE „round of applause to the 
following CMS students who are this year‟s Citywide 
Science Fair Winners:  Sean Walters, Ethan Mills, 
Brendan Murtha, Ajit Akole, Harry Falcone, Jacqueline 
Muralles, Tristan Casa, Momo Burns-Min, Julia Seeley, 
Emma Paul, Jason Lindsay and Hanna Felber!!! 

Adventures in Art 
PARENT VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!!! 

The 2010 Adventures in Arts story board murals are 
ready to be installed!  We are calling for parent 
volunteers during the week of Spring Vacation to paint, 
hang artwork, and finalize the transformation of our 
hallways.  Please join us on Monday, April 12th, 
Tuesday, April 13th and Wednesday, April 14th for the 
painting phase from 9am-3pm and on Thursday, April 
15th and Friday, April16th for the installation phase.  
Even an hour of your time would be a BIG help to the 
project!!! Childcare will be available on Mon.,Tues.& 
Wed.from 9:30am-2pm. Please bring a brown bag 
lunch. Also, donations of painting tools such as rollers, 
brushes, drip pans and tarps would be greatly 
appreciated!!!  Please contact Mrs. Lopez for more 
information and/or to RSVP your time. THANK YOU!!! 
 

CALLING ALL PARENTS!!!! 
CMS PTO NOMINATIONS 

The CMS PTO is seeking nominations for all Executive 
Board positions with two year term beginning in the 
Fall of 2010.    Available positions include:  (2) Co-
Presidents, Treasurer, Recording Secretary and PTO 
Council Representative.  The current PTO Executive 
Board members are committed to providing assistance 
to incoming leaders.  Incoming leaders will be invited 
to shadow the existing team for the remainder of this 
school year and then will have available support as 
needed beginning in the fall.  Those who are interested 
should submit their names to either Donna Spellman at 
spellman@optonline.net  or Chrisy Limone at 
chris.limone@sbcglobal.net.  
 

CMS PTO Meetings 
Mark your calendars!  The next PTO General Meeting 
will be held on Thursday, April 8th at 7:00pm in the 
library. The PTO Executive Committee Meeting is 
scheduled for Thursday, April 22nd at 7:00pm in the 
library. CMS PTO is now on Facebook – Check it out!!! 
 

Second Grade Cultural Fair 
The Second Grade Annual Cultural Fair will take place 
on Thursday, April 29th.  Please return ALL Heritage 
Share Forms by Monday, April 19th!  Thank You!!! 
 

K-4 Student Showcase –April 23-9:30am 
Join us at All School Meeting as we celebrate the 
amazing talents of our Columbus Students!!! 
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Young Astronauts  

Young Astronauts in Grades 1 and 2 will meet on 
Friday, April 9th at 3:30pm in the gym.   YA T-Shirts!!! 
ALL Columbus families are invited to purchase a t-shirt 
and/or patch to support the 15th annual Young 
Astronauts Simulated Mission on May 13th and 14th 
which celebrates the 20th year of the Hubble Telescope! 
For information, please contact Mary Lou Buswell at 
#847-7209.  Please see the attached flyer for t-
shirt/patch purchases.  Thank You! 

Parent/Child Book Club  
The Parent/Child Book Club will meet on Thursday, 
April 29th from 3:30pm to 4:30pm in the library to 
discuss a Connecticut Nutmeg Nominee, “First Light” 
by Rebecca Stead.  “Twelve year old Peter and his 
family arrive in Greenland for his father‟s research 
where he stumbles upon a secret his mother has been 
hiding from him all his life and begins an adventure he 
never would have imagined possible.  Please join us for 
this fast-paced adventure.  Refreshments will be served.  
Please let Mrs. Pearce know if you can attend.   
 

Fifth Grade Mask Art Project 
Two to three parent volunteers are needed from each 
fifth grade class to assist Miss Rachel with the mask art 
project from Mon, April 19th through Wed,April 28th.  
Mrs. Ghadiyali‟s class meets from 2:15-3:15pm; Mrs. 
Velez‟s class meets from 10:30-11:30; and Mrs. 
Thelen‟s class meets from 10:45-11:45.  Also, Miss 
Rachel is requesting donations of petroleum jelly from 
fifth grade parents for the project. Please contact Teri 
Gaberman, Parent Coordinator to sign-up.  Thank You! 

Gardening Group Update 
For those of you who do not know, I am the Gardening 
Group.  I have enjoyed maintaining the grounds 
around the school for the last 4 years with help from 
occasional volunteers and many of the students.  
Unfortunately, I will not be able to continue with this 
job for the next year or two since I have gone back to 
school.  If you are interested in taking this on, please 
contact me to talk some more.  It is not a big job and the 
children love to help.  In the Spring, I usually weed, 
clean-up, and then plant some annuals.  In the Fall, I 
plant some mums and put in some bulbs.  The city did a 
nice job putting in new bushes, but there are now some 
areas which could really use some annuals this Spring 
and bulbs in the Fall.  Last year, we even had a local 
company come in for a day (for community service) 
and do most of the planting with the children.  This is 
not a big time commitment and it is a nice way to help 
Columbus continue to be a bright spot in South 
Norwalk.  Please consider volunteering.  Thank You.  
Diane Cano - #203-855-8701 or lcanod@aol.com. 
 
Save the Date: 5th Grade Fundraiser- April 27th!!! 

Mr. Smith Goes to China!  
     As many of you know, I am leaving during April 
vacation to go to China for two weeks.  The goal for me 
is to establish a relationship with an Arts Elementary 
School outside of Beijing.  I will be visiting China to 
learn about the educational system, how schools are 
organized and specifically about the Arts in the 
elementary schools.  I am part of a contingency of 40 
teachers from the State of Connecticut who will visit 
Beijing and learn about schools in China.  I am going to 
be writing a blog about my experiences and I would 
love to have students and parents write to me with 
questions and to read my daily postings about my visit.  
My blog address is:http://mrsmithchina.blogspot.com/ 
Parents and students can post comment or questions on 
the upper right corner of the page and then press 
“Publish.”  I will be able to read the postings through 
by home email address and then post them for others to 
see.  I am planning a Skype broadcast back to 
Columbus on Friday, April 23rd at 9:30am just before 
the Student Showcase!  Hope to see you then and to 
hear from you online!  -Mr. Smith 

Columbus Buddy Family Night  
The CMS PTO will be sponsoring Columbus Buddy 
Family Night – An Evening of Song, Magic, Laughter 
and Friendship – on Friday, April 23rd from 6:30pm to 
8:30pm at the CMS gymnasium.  The evening will 
feature nationally acclaimed recording jazz artist, Chris 
Coogan and world-renown magician – The Magic 
Genie with added special features to include CMS 
famous Spirit Wear and a Preview of PTO Silent 
Auction Items.  Refreshments will be served.  Buddy 
Families - please be sure to check your mailboxes for 
your invitation and RSVP on or before Tuesday, April 
20th to Teri Gaberman, Parent Coordinator #203-899-
2840 or gabermant@norwalkps.org.  Thank You! 
 
Special Request: A CMS family is in need of twin size 
sheets and lightweight blankets in addition to girls 
clothing in size10/12.  Please contact Nancy Fuzesi at 
#899-2840 if you are able to help.  Thanks!!! 
 

-Columbus Helps Haiti- 
The CMS Human Relations Committee has donated 
approximately $700 to help the victims of the 
earthquake in Haiti and now CMS is partnering with 
Nurse Francoise Coffy-Michel and the Nathan Hale 
Middle School to collect donations of furniture, 
household items and spring/summer clothing to send 
to Haiti.  At Columbus, we will be collecting clean, 
gently used clothing and linens which can be dropped 
off at the collection boxes outside of the Main Office 
throughout the month of April.  To arrange drop-off of 
furniture or household items, please contact Mrs. 
Coffy-Michel at #203-899-2910.  For questions, please 
contact Nancy Fuzesi or Jennifer Imhoff at #203-899-
2840 or Maia Fitzpatrick at maiafitz@gmail.com.  
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Young Astronaut T-Shirt/Patch 
 

Make a statement by wearing the official 2010 YA T-Shirt during the 

  Annual Mission Lift off and Landing on May 13th and 14th 
 

We encourage and WELCOME all Columbus Families to purchase a T-Shirt and/or patch to support   

The 15Th Annual Young Astronaut Simulated Mission  

 Celebrating 20 Years of The Hubble Telescope  
 

                                                

T-shirts have the Mission 
Emblem on the front and the 

Young Astronaut logo on the back 
 
 
 

 

YOU DON’T NEED TO BE A 
                             YOUNG ASTONAUT 

          TO OWN A T-SHIRT !  
                                                                    

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
 
Also, Available Sew-On/Iron on patches:  Mission emblems: $7.00 (great Idea for back packs) 

 
** Reminder: Young Astronaut parade marchers (Adults and Children) must wear a 

current or past mission T-Shirt.**** 
 

? Question Call Marylou Buswell 847-7209/ Natascha Demee: 849-8470 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
Please return this portion by: Monday, APRIL 19, 2010 in an envelope marked ñYAò to the family room 

 

T-Shirt  # Ordered Cost per Shirt Total Amount Due 

Kid Med (10 -12)    $13.00   

Kid Large (14-16)    $13.00   

Adult Small (16-18)    $15.00   

         Med    $15.00   

         Large    $15.00   

             XL    $20.00   

           XXL    $20.00   

Patch Mission Emblem    $  7.00   

           Checks can be made payable to ñYoung Astronautsò    TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED   $________ 

 
          Name: _________________________  Room#: _________          Phone: ____________ 
 
                  
  


