“GOING FOR THE GoLD”

— - Columbus Magnet School April 29,2010
Important Dates
Friday, April 30 ASMCHoes Shai®9:30am % ’s
Saturday, May 1 PTO Silent Auction Night7:00pm <
May 387 Teacher Appreciation Week =
Thursday, May 6 PTO General Meeting 7.00pm CMS PTO SUI’VEV”
Friday, May 7 ASBecond Grade Hosts Parents!!! Your opinions and feedback are important to
YAJd Gradesl & 23 3.30pm us as we begin to establishing a direction for the
Tuesday, May 11 Governance Meeting 7.000m upcoming 20102011 CMS PTO. It is only witFtOUR
Friday, Mayl4 YA MissionASMJ 9:30am help, participation and fedback that students, staff and

The Columbus School Website is:

www.norwalk.k12.ct us/columbus
Check itout!

Reminder: The Thursday Notice deadline is every Tuesday.
Please email all submissionsTeri Gaberman, Parent
Coordinator at gabermant@norwalkps.org

The2010 Columbus Maqnet School PTO
OOur School s A-ORai
Gol dé Annual Appeal

Thank You!!! Thank You!!! Thank Youlll
To ALL of ourColumbus Families forsupporting the
CMS PTO Amual Appeal!!! Our PoiO-Gold has been
steadily getting filled and if you haverdireadysent in

your donation, you 8l have until tomorrow, Friday,
AQI’" 30th to send it into schoakith your child!!!

When your child brings in thefamily's donation, he or
she receives a special coiithe child brings the coin to
the PotO-Gold, drops iinto the pot and makea
"Rainbow Wish!!! It's been ALOT of FUN fohe
children!! "Speial CMS Leprdtauns" have been
appearing all around the pot asit continues to get
filled!!! See who will be appearing next!!! Please
remanber that your donation to thénnual Appeal, no
matter how large or smallwill make it posible for the
PTO to continue enriching the school educational
environment through specific PTO sponsored programs
and services in addition to its many philanthropic gifts
to the school. All contributions are tadeductible!!!
Thank You!! Thank You!!! Thank You!!!

the broader Columbus family will receive the full
berefit of what it means to be a Bank Street/H.O.T.
School. Please take the time to complete the attached
survey so that the CMS PTO can successfully serve the
needs of our entire school communitgurveys are due

back onFriday, April 30". Thank You!!! Welook
forward to hearing from you!!

Parents Night Out Fiesta

This Saturday!!May 1st!!

oin in the FUN at the CMS PTO_Silent Auction &
@nW Nidht loldt Fiestal oSa@rdayfM8y tist from

Vi@®pm: Ih1:@0pmsaththe Ameridarr Legivn,e60 County
Street, Norwalk. The evening festivities will include
dinner, cash bar, DJ & Dancing, and 1 FREE drink
coupon per person. Price per person is $28roceeds

to benefit ALL CMS PTO sponsored evénéstivitied!

For questions please contact Kathy Oberst #247 -
0172 or koberst2001 @yahoo.corar Amy Comunalet
mrscomunale@gmail.com

B
Paent Workshop

The Academically Talented Dept. Parent Series will be
offering a Parent Workshop entitleibHero or Lost
Child?Exploring Childhood Roles & Personalities to
Help You Undemand & Connect with Your Gifted
Child6 on May 5" -6:30pm-8pm at City Hall or on
May 7th-10am-11:30am at City Hall. Please RS\Y®
Joan Glass aglassj@norwalkps.org

CMS PTO Metings
The next PTO General Meeting is scheduled for
Thursdgy, May 20h at 7:00pmin the library. The PTO
Executive Committee Meeting will take place on
Thursday May 6" at 7:00pmin the library.
CMS PTO is now on Facebdbiheck it out!!!
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& Teacher AppreciatioWeek
May 3d g 7th

In honor of our wonderful and committed Columbus
Team, we would love your help in providing them with
a luncheon orFriday, May 7th We would appreciate
donations of the following:
*3 Platters of pasténust be able to arrive préreated
as there is no facility to reheatwe are hoping that 3
people can each provide one platter
*2 Platters of deli meats/cheeses/roll® allow
teachers to create their own sandwiche$ 2 people
can eah provide one platter, this would be great!
*Assorted desserfas many as we can provitje
*Paper Goods (paper plates, napkins,
forks/knives)
All food donaions should be brought directly to
the Faculty Lounge no later than 11:15a.m. on
Friday, May7th in order to be there for all of the
lunch periods. Since we have a large number of
faculty, we are asking for multiple donations in order
for everyone to havenore than enough to eat!!f we
all pitch in, then we can pull this off!l know that the
faculty will truly appreciate this gesture coming from
all of us! Please email Donna Spellman at
spellman@optonline.neto confirm your donation (in
order to keep track of who is bringing what!).
As always, thank you for your commitment!!
Donna Spellman, Chrisytimone &Jina wnBartheld-
CMS PT
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“%Gardening Goup Update!!!
A BIG THANK YOUo parents- Sharon Warde and
Emily Cerega who have volunteered to take over thg
gardening and help keep our school looking
beautiful!!!! If you see them at school, please be sure t
thank them. Also, any parent who would like to
volunteer and help with gardening,please contact
Sharon at #203229-0606 or Emily at #203838-
5051.

plastic

Young Astronauts™
Young Astronauts in Grades 1 &®ill meet onFriday,
May 7 at 3:30pmin the gym Save the Date/The YA
Mission will take place on Friday, May X4 at
9:30am!!! For information, please contact Mg Lou
Buswell at#847-7209.

-Columbus Helps Hatti

Please note thdEriday, April 30" is the last dayto
donate anyclean, gently used clothing anchiensto our
Columbus HelpsHaiti Drive. llection boxes are
located outside of the Main Office For questions,
please contact Nancy Fuzeer Jennifer Imhoff at
#203-899-2840 or Maia Fitzpatrick  at

[=)

maiafitz@gmail.com

CMSPTO NOMINATIONS

The CMS PTO is seeking nominations for all Executive
Board positions with two year term beginning in the
Fall of 2010. Available positias include: Treasurer,
Recording Secretary and PTO Council Representative.
The current PTO Executive Board members are
committed to providing assistance to incoming leaders.
Incoming leaders will be invited to shadow the existing
team for the remainder of this school year atieen will
have available support as needed beginning in the fall.
Those who are interested should submit their names to
either Donna Spellman atpellman@optonline.netor
Chrisy Limone athris.limone@sbcglobal.net

PTO Position: Treasurer
Are you interested in getting involved in the PTO? The
Treasurer position could give you the necessary skills to
start a career as a bookkeeper. P/ECords are kept in
QuickBooks online andhe banking is done at Bank of
Americawhich has excellent online features. The PTO
is asking for a two year commitment with a one year
commitment from the current Treasurer to oversee and
mentor for the transitim year. The perfect person for
this job should be willing to learn, have access &o
computer and printer, detail oriented and organized.
PTO meetings are monthly and occasional monthly
executive board meetings are well. All meetings are
scheduled in tle evening.

i‘ SupportOur SchoolMay Event!!!
Jewelry Gallery will be hosting a day of shopping for
ALL Columbus families and friends oMonday, May
3rd from 11:00am - 7:00pm at their 247 Westport
Avenue store in Norwalk All fine silver and gold
jewelry will be discounted and it's a perfect opportunity
to buy gifts for Mother's Day, Graduation, etcA
special "Chamili@ promotion will be offered on that
day ONL Y- get aFREBracelet(lobster clasp one per
family) with any store purchase of $50 or morg0% of
ALL proceeds from the day will go to the Columbus
Magnet SchooPTQO!!! Hope to see you there!l!

% Community Happenings

On Saturday, May 18rom 9am to 5pm,Weir Farm in
Wilton, CTwill be hosting a FREE ddgng event called
OA Brush with Natured Art lovers andartists of ALL
ages andexperiencelevelsare invitedto enjoy the fun
of creating artin nature. Art supplies will be provided
to ALL free of chargd~or further information, please
visit:http://www.nps.gov /wefa/planyourvisit/brushwi
thnature.htm

Parent ©rner & Experiencedfull-time babysitter
position available. College student majoring in child
care. References provided. Danie#203-856-0499



https://mail.norwalkps.org/owa/redir.aspx?C=6551baf9ad8149748a4302815d0ff3b6&URL=mailto%3aspellman%40optonline.net
mailto:maiafitz@gmail.com
mailto:spellman@optonline.net
mailto:chris.limone@sbcglobal.net
http://www.nps.gov/wefa/planyourvisit/brushwithnature.htm
http://www.nps.gov/wefa/planyourvisit/brushwithnature.htm

Hero or Lost Child?

A Workshop for ParentsExploring Childhood Roles &
Personalitiego HelpYou Understand &Connect withYour
Gifted Child

MAY 5 6:30 p.m-8:00 p.m. (session Jlat City Hall
OR
MAY 7 10:00-11:30 a.m. (session pat City Hall

R.S.V.P. to Joan Glass glassj@norwalkps.org
Sponsored by the Central Office Academically Talented
Department of the Norwalk Public Schools
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COLUMBUS MAGNET SCHOOL PTO SURVEY APRIL 2010

In_order for the CMS PTO to best serve the students, parents and community of our Bank Street/HOT School,

we would like to hear your ideas and feedback on our events and programs. Please take a moment to complete

this brief survey. If you are new to CMS, your opinions and ideas aresavaluable as those returning. Please be
candi d, be creativeé please take this first ste

1. Tell us a little about your CMS experience, e.g.: How many years have you had children at CMS? What grades are your
children in if currently at CMS?

2. Areyou currently a member of the PTO? If so, homglbave you been a member?

3. How often do you attend PTO meetings?

4. Please share your experience with PTO sponsored events/fundraising that you have you aiticigatég in during the last
two years. Feel free to attach a sheet to provide longer responses.

Event Did you attend? If not, why? | Opinions/ideas for enhancing
attendance at the event

Silent Auction

Movie Nights

Halloween Bingo

Gift Wrap Sale

Annual Appeal/Membership
Drive

Cozy Up Book Night

Book Fair

Overtime Athletics

Ice Cream Social

Box Tops

Vendor Fair

Cultural Pot Luck




5. As the CMS family grows and changes, parents may wish to change the focus of our PTO. Given this, we wanwiogtnow
areas of focus you value most. Please rate the following using a sceBewith 1 meaning not important at all,and 5 meaning
mostimportant.

a. Collect or raise monetary donations to increase school resources to support 1 2 3 4 5
our Bank Street/Hot School

b. Support the Bank Street/Hot model by building our community 12345
c. Provide funds to suppotid library with books and other products 12345
d. Provide funds for art programs (Adventures in Art, etc.) 12345
e. Family focused social events (Pot luck, Movie Night, Book Reading) 12345
f. Playground additions (new equipment, maintaining grounds etc.) 12345
g. Provide funds for extra classroom materials, decorations, parties, etc. 12345
h. Provide support for teachers through classroom volunteers and activities 12345
i. Sponsor educational programs (internet safety;tarilying etc.) 12345
j- Sponsor enrichment programs, such as special presentations and guest speakers

that enhance curriculum, art enrichment, character 12345
k. Subsidize transportation expenses to reduce family costs for field trips 12345
I. Subsidize summer camps for those in need 12345
m. Scholarships 12345

6. What other activities, events or fundraiserslgloyou like CMS to conduct®/hat issues would you like to discuss or learn
about during general PTO meetings?

7. What would encourage you to attend a PTO function? What would encourage you to share your time by volunteering durin
the school year?

8. Do you have any comments/suggestions for improving the ways the PTO can enhance the experience of parents, teachers
studentsPlease share any other ideas or opinions that are not addressed in this survey.

9. Would you be interested in serving on the PT@a®l or one of the event committees? Yes No
Optional: If yes, please provide your name, your interest and contact information.

10. How do you prefer for the PTO to communicate with you? (Please check all that apply and circle your preferred method.)

A Email notices
A Website
A Thursday Notice
A Others
Thank youfor taking the time to complete the survd 1 ease return it to

by Friday, April 30",
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The 2010 Columbus Magnet School PTO
0OOur School ds A Rainbow

Fill the Pot - O- Goldb
Annual Appeal/Membership Drive
April5 ™, 2010 & April 30 ™, 2010

All contributions are taxdeductible

I/'We would like to help strengthen our PTO and help to continue to provide enriching programs for my/our
children by donating thsllowing:

$500.00 Platinum Membership Level: Recognition on School We8ite, 4 free tickets to
the Silent Auction on May®] PTO Membership,
4 free adultsize Columbus Magnet-$hirts

$250.00 Gold Membership Level: Recognition on School WeSite, 2 free tickets to
the Silent Auction on May®} PTO Membership,
2 free adulsize Columbus Magnet-Ehirts

$150.00 Membership Silver Level: Recognition on School WeSite, 2 free adulsize
Columbus Magnet -Bhirts, PTO Membership

$50.00 Bronze Membership Level: Recognition on School WeSite, 1 free adulsize
Columbus Magnetshirt, PTO Membership, CMS sticker

$25.00 Friend Membershipuel: Recognition on SchodlVebsite, PTO Membership,
CMS sticker
Benefactor Membership Level Recognition on SchodlVebsite, PTO Membership

(A minimum of $5.00 is requested)

YES! My company makes Matching Gifts. Pleasekcivéh your company or organization

for the appropriate forms for matching your gift. This will increase your overall donation!

Questions? Contact Sheree McCormickratcormickOl@snet.net Tel: 203866-2095

RETURN FORM TO FAMILY ROOM NO LATER THAN FRIDAY, APRIL 30 ™

Family Name: Student Name

Grade: Teacher:

(Make checks payable to Columbus Magnet PTO)
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SUPPORT OUR SCHOOL!

Fundraiser at

Jewelry Gallery

247 Westport Avenue, Norwalk

Two bl ocks north of Stew Leonardos, across

(203) 8498232

Monday, May 3 (11-7pm)

Hosted by CMS parents

10% of ALL proceeds that day will go to PTO
Bring all your friends and family

All fine silver and gold jewelry will be discounted
Perfect opportunity to buy gifts for:

A Mot her s Day
Graduation

First Communion

Confirmation

Birthday

Anniversary

D> > > > >

Fill out a wish list so that others can buy for you
Chamilia CharmBeads Bracelet

CHAMILIA

YOUR LIFE. YOUR STYLE!

SpecialChamilia Promotionfor ONE DAY only.
cetaFREE BRACELET (lobster clasp)wvith ANY store PURCHASE!

$50 minimum purchase, one per family, caltore for details, can be upgraded to snap clasp.

from Man



