
“GOING FOR THE GOLD” 

Columbus Magnet School            June 24, 2010 

THURSDAY NOTICE 
 

Important Dates    
Friday, June 25            5th Gr. Showcase & Farewell -10:00am 
                                                           Early Dismissal - 1:25pm 
                                         Kindergarten Orientation – 2:00pm 
Monday, June 28                      All School Slideshow – 9:45am 
                                                            Early Dismissal -1:25pm 
Tuesday, June 29                               LAST DAY OF SCHOOL 
                                               Early Dismissal -1:25pm    

 

The Columbus School Website is: 

www.norwalk.k12.ct.us/columbus 
Check it out! 

Reminder:  The Thursday Notice deadline is every Tuesday.  

Please email all submissions toTeri Gaberman, Parent 

Coordinator at: gabermant@norwalkps.org . 

 
 

 5th Grade Student Showcase & Farewell 
Friday, June 25th – 10:00am 

Parents and guests are invited to join us as we say 
“farewell” to our fifth graders!!! 

 
 

All School Slideshow 
Monday, June 28- 9:45am 

Our annual Year-in-Review slide show will take place 
on Monday, June 28th at 9:30am featuring fabulous 
photos of our students and school-wide activities!  
Don’t miss this very special final ASM of the year!! 
 
 

End-of-the-Year Slideshow DVD  
This Friday, June 25th is your LAST CHANCE to order a 
CMS “End –of –the-Year Slideshow” DVD which 
highlights activities and events from all grades 
throughout the year!!! Please fill out the attached flyer 
and return to Mrs. Pearce by the end of school on 
Friday.  The cost is $15.00 and checks are made 
payable to CMS PTO.  Proceeds will go towards 
Technology Funds for next year. Thank You!!! 
 
 

THANK YOU!  THANK YOU!  THANK YOU! 
to our AMAZING Parent Volunteers for ALL 
their GREAT help with FIELD DAY!!!   
 

CMS Cookbook Fundraiser 
Columbus parent, Tara Forschino, is seeking volunteers 
to assist in creating a CMS Cookbook Fundraiser to 
coincide with the school’s upcoming 30th Anniversary.  
Tara would like to schedule a meeting of volunteers 
over the summer at her home to strategize and share 
ideas on this new fundraiser.  Many of the tasks 
involved with the cookbook can be easily accomplished 
from home which is ideal for parents with a busy work 
schedule.  A targeted date for the sale of cookbooks 
would be late fall, just in time for holiday gift giving.  If 
you are interested in joining this committee, please 
contact Tara at #203-855-8060 or 
finnfor@optonline.net.     
 
 

CMS New Parent Buddy Program 
CALLING ALL COLUMBUS PARENTS!!!  We are seeking 
parent volunteers who would like to be a “Buddy” to 
our new incoming families for the 2010-2011 school 
year!!!  Our “Buddy” program is designed for current 
Columbus parents to assist our new families become 
acclimated to our school and to ease their transition.  
Parent volunteers will be asked to call their “Buddies,” 
introduce themselves, answer their questions and guide 
the new family through the school year. Our “Buddy” 
program is a wonderful opportunity to spread CMS 
goodwill, make new friends and make a difference.  If 
you are interested in participating in the “Buddy” 
program, please fill out the attached tear off and return 
to Teri Gaberman, Parent Coordinator. Thank You!!! 

CMS Parent Corner  

A Fond Farewell Message 
I will be moving to Poland with my family to start my 
new journey.  It was great to be a part of the Columbus 
family for the past four years.  I will miss you guys.  
Love, Zuzka Kosciuk – Mr. O’s 3rd grade class. 
 
Childcare/Tutor: Do you need childcare this summer 
or someone to drive or pick-up the kids from their 
activities?  Does your child need tutoring or help with 
reading?  Call certified teacher and Columbus Parent 
Tina Ferrigno #203-434-1298.   

http://www.norwalk/
mailto:gabermant@norwalkps.org
mailto:finnfor@optonline.net


Summer Reading Program Kick-Off:   
Sing along with The Johnson Girls at the Norwalk 
Public Library’s Main Branch on Saturday, June 26th at 
2:30pm, kicking off their Summer Reading Program – 
“Make a Splash!”  Columbus Parent Deirdre Murtha 
and her group invite the audience to be the crew of a 
tall ship, singing sea chanteys while heaving up the 
capstan, hauling on ropes ( or lines), and pumping 
water out of the hold on a sea voyage.  It’s an 
interactive program for the whole family! 

Community Happenings 

Go Fish with Art-2010  
The Rowayton Arts Center in cooperation with The 
Maritime Aquarium at Norwalk presents “Go Fish with 
Art – 2010.” Workshops will take place at The 
Maritime Aquarium at Norwalk on: July 19 & 26, and 
August 9 & 16 from 1:00-4:00pm. These workshops 
are for children entering grades 3-5 and grades 6-8. 
Please register one workshop per child.   Workshops 
are limited to 25 participants each.  A registration fee of 
$5.00 is non-refundable and the deadline to register is 
Tuesday, July 6th.  For more information and to 
download a registration form, please go to 
www.rowaytonartscenter.org and click on “Current 
Events” and then click on “Go Fish with Art” or call the 
Rowayton Arts Center at 203-866-2744.   

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Camp Invention 

The nationally-acclaimed, week-long Camp Invention 
program at Darien High School will be offered to 
children entering grades one through six.  This exciting 
summer day experience immerses children in 
imaginative play that reinforces and supplements 
school-year learning through inquiry-based activities 
in science, technology, engineering and math.  Two 
programs will be offered: the Innovate Program begins 
on July 12th-16th and the Wonder Program starts on 
July 19th-23rd.  For more information, please visit 
www.campinvention.org or call #800-968-4332 to 
reserve your child’s spot today! 

Personal Fulfillment Camp - 2010 
Come be a part of Norwalk’s #1 Summer Camp! 
Sessions run from July 6-16; July 19-30; August 2-8 
from 9am-3pm.  Camp activities include: swimming, 
soccer, basketball, computer games, arts & crafts, talent 
shows and more!!! Please visit www.norwalkps.org and 
look under “News & Alerts” for information and 
registration forms!  Mail all completed forms to: Dan 
Sullivan, NHS, 23 Calvin Murphy Dr., Norwalk, CT 
06851.  For further information, please contact Dan 
Sullivan, Director of Summer Programs at 203-838-
4481, ext. 13272 or email sullivand@norwalkps.org. 

 

 

Have a Rainbow Summer!!!

_______________________ 

New Parent Buddy Program 

 
Name:________________________________________ 

Phone/Email:____________________________________ 

Child’s Name:______________________Grade:________ 
If you know an incoming CMS Family and would like to be their Buddy, please write the 

family name below: 

Family Name:_____________________________________ 
Please return all forms to Teri Gaberman, Parent Coordinator 

http://www.rowaytonartscenter.org/
http://www.campinvention.org/
http://www.norwalkps.org/


 

Columbus Magnet School  
 

End-of-the-Year Slideshow DVD  

On Sale NOW!!! 

 
The slideshow will highlight activities and events for all 

grades throughout the school year!!! 

 

Reserve your copy today!!! 
 

Cost: $15.00 
Please make checks payable to CMS PTO. 

Proceeds to benefit the CMS Technology Fund.  
________________________________________________________ 

 
Name:___________________________________________ 
 
Teacher/Grade:____________________________________ 
 
Number of Copies:__________________________________ 
 
Amount:__________________________________________ 

Please return this form with payment to Mrs. Pearce.  Thank You! 
 
 
 

 
 



 
You’re Inv  

Dear Columbus Families, 

 

As we the end of the school year approaches, we would like to take this time to reflect on the past “PTO Year” 

as well as thank everyone who has been so incredibly supportive.  The 2009/2010 school year saw so many 

events, fundraisers and gatherings, some in the spirit of Columbus traditions and some brand new.  With your 

help and involvement, the PTO sponsored the following: 

 

 Welcome to Columbus “Buddy” New Family Welcoming at Devon’s Place  

 Welcome Back Ice Cream Social 

 Gift Wrap Fundraiser 

 Halloween Bingo 

 Movie Night 

 Holiday Vendor Fair 

 Poinsettia Sale 

 Pot Luck Culture Fair and Dinner 

 Cabaret Night at Black Bear 

 Triathlon 

 Cozy Up With a Book 

 Buddy Fun Night 

 Pump it Up Family Night 

 Parent’s Night Out Silent Auction  

 Book Fair(s) 

 Annual Appeal 
 

I think we can all agree that each one of these events, activities and fundraisers was a huge success!  However, 

not too long ago, in light of the challenging economic times, we found ourselves in a difficult financial state and 

wondered if we would be able to reconcile this year’s budget without having to dip into limited reserves.  We 

reached out to all of you and thanks to your generosity, the Annual Appeal brought in $6,800, putting us back in 

the clear and ensuring that we would meet our commitments for the remainder of this year and start the coming 

year in a much healthier financial state.  As always, Columbus parents came through and once again, we thank 

you for your commitment and generosity! 

 

We have thoroughly enjoyed representing the Columbus PTO for the past two years and would not have been 

able to see so many successes without all of your support.  It gives us great pleasure to introduce the incoming 

Executive Committee who will be leading the Columbus PTO.  They are: 

 

Kathie Oberst  Co-President 

Jimi Napoli  Co-President 

Carmelina Misorek Vice President 

Amy Comunale  Treasurer 

Katherine Seeley Recording Secretary 

Jackie Copola  Corresponding Secretary 

 

Again, we thank you for giving us the opportunity to learn, grow and experience a wonderful and meaningful 

two years as your Executive Committee.  We wish you all a very happy, healthy and enjoyable summer and 

look forward to seeing you in the fall! 

 

Respectfully, 

Donna Spellman, Chrisy Limone, Jina VonBartheld 


