
“GOING FOR THE GOLD” 

Columbus Magnet School            December 17, 2009 

 

THURSDAY NOTICE 
 

Important Dates 
Friday, December 18                    ASM Holiday Share 9:30 am 
                                         YA Mission Physical Fitness, 3:30pm  
                                                               YA, Gr. 3 & 4, 3:30 pm  
Wednesday, December 23                 Early Dismissal, 1:55pm 
December 24 ðJanuary 3                                  Holiday Recess  
Monday, January 4                                          School Resumes  
Thursday, January 7                           ECHOes, 2:15 ð 3:30pm  
Friday, January 8                                   ASM Meeting, 9:30am 
                                                                       Student Showcase 
                                                         YA ð Grades 1&2, 3:30pm 
                                          YA Mission Physical Fitness,3:30pm 
Tuesday, January 12                      Family Fun Night ð 6:00pm 
January 12,13,14                                  Columbus Science Fair 
Thursday, January 14           Parent/Child Book Club, 3:30pm  
Friday, January 15                                                 Peace Games  
                                                     Family Movie Night, 7:00pm      

 

The Columbus School Website is: 

www.norwalk.k12.ct.us/columbus 
Check it out! 

 

Reminder:  The Thursday Notice deadline is every Tuesday.  

Please email all submissions toTeri Gaberman, Parent 

Coordinator at: gabermant@norwalkps.org . 

A Message from Mrs. Dielman  
 

It is with great pleasure that I have taken this position as 

Interim Principal at Columbus Magnet School for the next 

few months while Emily Lopez is out on maternity leave.   

 

While I come with many years of experience as a classroom 

teacher and as a former Marvin School Principal, I would 

like for you to know that my greatest joy is visiting 

classrooms and experiencing the exciting events that are 

happening in each grade.  

 

Columbus has a wonderful reputation in the Norwalk 

community.  My goal as Interim Principal is to carry on the 

routines and traditions that have been established that 

support education that your child receives from this superb, 

experienced staff. 

 

Please feel free to come in and say ñhelloò anytime.  I look 

forward to working with you and the staff over these next 

few months.  

 

 

 

Holiday Share Program 
Please join us on Friday, December 18th at 9:30am for our All 
School Meeting Holiday Share Program.  

òHat for a Heiferó Day 
Monday, December 21st is òHat for a Heiferó Day.  With a 
$1.00 donation to the Heifer Project, students will be able to 
wear a hat the entire day in school.  Hats must not cover 
studentsõ faces and no bandanas are allowed.  So, bring your 
dollar and bring your hat on Monday, December 21st and 
donate to a great cause.   
 

Weõve Got Holiday Spirit, YES WE DO! 
Pajama Pants, Knit Cap, Long Sleeve T-Shirts and More! 

Please return Spirit Wear order forms to the Family Room.  
Order Delivery is December 18th. 

Young Astronauts  
On December 18th from 3:30pm to 7:30pm, the YA Mission 
students will be participating in the physical fitness program 
during which dinner will be served.  For more information, 
please contact May Lou Buswell at #203-847-7209.  Young 
Astronauts in Grades 3 and 4 will meet on Friday, December 
18th at 3:30pm in the gym.   

Parent/Child Book Club 
The Parent/Child Book Club will meet on Thursday, 
December 14th from 3:30 ð 4:30 pm in the library to discuss 
òIron Thunder: The Battle Between the Monitor & The 
Merrimacó by Avi.  òThirteen-year old Tom Carroll takes his 
place as head of the family after his father dies fighting for 
the Union; but his job at the local ironworks, where he helps 
build an iron ship for the Union army, and his loyalty come 
into question when he is approached by Confederate spies to 
sell secrets about the ship to the South.ó  This is a Nutmeg 
Nominee for 2011 and a historical fiction novel.  Please let 
Mrs. Pearce know if you can come. 

Box Top Winners! 
Congratulations to all the students in Kim Thelanõs class who 
brought in a grand total of 141 box tops to become the 
winning class!!! 

 
 

http://www.norwalk/
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CMS Movie Night  
              new date: January 15th! 
Come out and support the 5th grade class by bringing the 
entire family to the CMS Movie Night on Friday, January 
15th, 2010 featuring Disneyõs òUP.ó  Doors will open at 6:30 
pm with the movie starting at 7:00 pm.  Pizza, Snacks and 
Drinks will be sold at the event.  Admission is $2.00 per 
person or $10 per family.  Please return all Movie Night 
forms to the Family Room on or before Wednesday, January 
13th. All reservations made for the prior movie date will be 
honored for the 15th.  For questions, please contact Leigh 
Anne #847-2102 or Chrisy #857-4841. 
 

Save the Date!!! 

Science Fair - The Columbus School Science Fair 
will be held on January 12th, 13th and 14th, 2010.  
 

Family Fun Night - The Columbus technology Committee 
will hold its Annual Family Fun Night Fundraiser on Tuesday, 
January 12th, 2010 from 6:00pm ð 8:00pm at My Three Sons 
in Norwalk.  Added to the fun this year is the all new 
òBalladium Ball Blaster System which will be included with 
the price of admission.  Please see the attached flyer for more 
information! 

2nd Grade Community Post Office  
The last day for the Second Grade Community Post 
Office is on Friday, December 18th!!! Stamps and 
stationary will be available for purchase prior to the All 
School Meeting Holiday Share Program. All you need to do is 
to bring in a nonperishable or canned food item such as 
soup, pasta, etc. to purchase stamps.  All food items will be 
donated to our local food bank. Write your letter to that 
special Columbus person, mail it and we will deliver it!  

 
Parent Volunteer Needed! 

Mrs. G is looking for a parent volunteer to assist with her 
Drama special activities group on Thursday afternoons from 
2:15-3:00pm.  Please contact Mrs. G if you are interested. 

Overtime Athletics  
Overtime Athletics is back and will have lots of fun games in 
store for you this winter!  An eight (8) week Ultra Sports 
Program will be offered on the following dates: Jan. 20, 27, 
Feb. 3, 10, 24, March 3, 10 and 17. Please see the attached 
flyer for program details and sign-up.   
 

Silent Auction News/Updates 
Regifting!  One sure-fire way to successfully regift is to 
donate to the silent auction!  No gift is too small!  The auction 
team will add items together for baskets and create a great 
product for auction.  For further information or to set up a 
donation, please contact Amy Comunale at 
mrscomunale@gmail.com or Kathie Oberst at 
koberst2001@yahoo.com. Thank You! 

 

ECHOes 
As part of our HOT School program, Columbus School offers 
ECHOes(Enhanced Curricular HOT Opportunities) to all 
students in grades 2-5.  ECHOes are specialty clubs that meet 
during the school day on Thursday afternoons from 2:15 ð 
3:00pm.  ECHOes clubs are scheduled to meet on the 
following dates: Jan. 7 & 21, Feb. 4, March 18 and April 8.  
This year, our ECHOes theme is òHealth and Exercise.ó  The 
ECHOes offerings to students will tie into this theme and 
focus upon one or more of the multiple intelligences.  
ECHOes clubs are taught by staff members and parent 
volunteers with two (2) adults per group.  Offerings vary 
depending upon the talents and interests of our volunteers.  
Such offerings include:  Dancing, Cooking, Newspaper, 
Cricket and so much more.  Parents who are interested in 
sharing their time and talents with the students, please 
contact Teri Gaberman, Parent Coordinator at 
gabermant@norwalkps.org.   
 

CMS PTO News 
The CMS PTO is seeking nominations for all Executive Board 
positions with two year term beginning in the Fall of 2010.    
Available positions include:  (2) Co-Presidents, Treasurer, 
Recording Secretary and PTO Council Representative.  The  
current PTO Executive Board members are committed to 
providing assistance to incoming leaders.  Incoming leaders 
will be invited to shadow the existing team for the remainder 
of this school year and then will have available support as 
needed beginning in the fall.  Those who are interested 
should submit their names to either Donna Spellman at 
spellman@optonline.net  or Chrisy Limone at 
chris.limone@sbcglobal.net.  
 

School Delays and Closings  
To find out the latest information regarding school delays 
and closings during inclement weather, please watch TV 
channels 3, 6, 8 or 12; listen to local AM and FM radio 
stations; check the NPS website:  
http//norwalkpublicschools.org; or call the Norwalk Public 
Schools Hotline at #203-854-4123.     
Before and After School E-Care: The YMCA E-Care program 
is not open when school is cancelled due to weather or when 
there is a delayed opening or early dismissal.  
 

Community News 
Come celebrate the season with an evening of song and 
dance at the Childrenõs Christmas Show on Saturday, 
December 19th at 5:00pm at the Norwalk United Methodist 
Church. A $10 donation per person is suggested.  Proceeds 
will benefit the Heifer Project ð an international mission to 
end world hunger. Refreshments will be served. For more 
information, please call#866-3707. 
 
 

Happy Holidays to All!!!
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Dear Parents/Guardians:                                                                                       December 3, 2009 

 
You are now able to register your email address to Norwalk Public Schools to receive school district 
communications.  ñNPSconnectò is the districtôs portal to enter your email information.  Go to the URL 
www.tinyurl.com/npsconnect.  You will need your childôs student ID number to register. 
 

THE STUDENT ID IS A SIX DIGIT ID NUMBER ALL STUDENTS USE TO INITIALLY LOG-ON TO SCHOOL COMPUTERS.  
THIS NUMBER IS ALSO PRINTED ON YOUR CHILD'S REPORT CARD (6 DIGITS). IF YOU CANNOT FIND THE 

NUMBER, PLEASE GO IN PERSON TO YOUR SCHOOL'S MAIN OFFICE AND ASK FOR YOUR CHILD'S ID NUMBER. ID 

NUMBERS WILL NOT BE GIVEN OUT OVER THE PHONE. 
 
Registering your email address will enable the Norwalk Schools to provide you with important information via 
email.  This information can now be sent to you instantly while saving time, paper and printing costs.  By 
adding your email address, you are giving your approval for school administrators to send you emails.   
 
If you have more than one child attending Norwalk Public Schools, you must fill out a separate form for each 
child. Remember to ñhitò submit for each form you complete. 

 
NPSconnecté connecting the Norwalk Schools with you! 

PLEASE NOTE: The Norwalk Public Schools will uphold Family Education Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) 
regulations.  We do not sell or distribute emails to anyone outside the District.  If you choose to provide your 
email or other contact information to your PTO/PTA, Norwalk Public Schools is not responsible for protecting 
the confidentiality of that information, including any third party to whom the PTO/PTA may choose to share 

your information.   

Email addresses submitted to NPSconnect will be matched to your childôs school records that are stored in our 
Student Information System.  All emails will be sent out from Central Office or from the individual school 
offices.  PTA/PTO/PTC news and other related school information MUST be submitted to the school principal 

first for approval, and then the school principal will send out approved correspondences.  

Once we have email addresses from parents, we can begin the second stage of NPSconnect which will 
provide parents the ability to login to a website to check their childôs attendance.  You will be emailed 
instructions on how to log-on to this system when the website is made available. 

Sincerely, 

Tony Daddona 

Assistant Superintendent                          
 

http://www.tinyurl.com/npsconnect


 
Estimados Padres/Encargados:                                                                    2009 

 
Ahora usted podrá registrar su correo electrónico en las Escuelas Públicas de Norwalk para recibir comunicados del 
distrito escolar.  ñNPSconnectò es el portal del distrito para tener acceso al proceso de inscripción.  Vaya al URL 
www.tinyurl.com/npsconnect.  Usted necesitará el número de identificación de estudiante de su niño para 
registrarse. 
 

EL ñIDò DEL ESTUDIANTE ES UN NÚMERO DE IDENTIFICACIÓN DE SEIS DÍGITOS QUE TODOS LOS ESTUDIANTES 

UTILIZAN AL INICIAR LA CONEXIÓN EN LAS COMPUTADORAS DE LAS ESCUELAS.  
ESTE NÚMERO TAMBIÉN SE IMPRIME EN LA TARJETA DEL INFORME DE SU NIÑO (6 DÍGITOS). SI USTED NO PUEDE 

ENCONTRAR EL NÚMERO, POR FAVOR VAYA EN PERSONA A LA OFICINA PRINCIPAL DE SU ESCUELA Y PIDA EL NÚMERO 

DE IDENTIFICACIÓN DE SU NIÑO. LOS NÚMEROS DE IDENTIFICACIÓN NO SERÁN DADOS A TRAVÉS DEL TELÉFONO. 
 

La registración de su correo electrónico permitirá a las Escuelas de Norwalk proporcionarle información importante 
a través del correo electrónico.  Esta información puede ser enviada al instante ahorrando así tiempo y costos de 
papel e impresión. Agregando su correo electrónico, usted estará dando su aprobación para que los 
administradores de la escuela le envíen mensajes electrónicos. 
   
Si usted tiene más de un niño que asiste a las Escuelas Públicas de Norwalk, usted debe completar una forma 
separada por cada ni¶o. Recuerde ñpresionarò la tecla de someter para cada formulario que usted complete. 
 
¡NPSconnecté conectando las Escuelas de Norwalk con usted! 
 

POR FAVOR NOTE: Las Escuelas Públicas de Norwalk mantendrán los Derechos de la Educación de la Familia y 
las Regulaciones del Acto de Privacidad (FERPA). Nosotros no vendemos ni distribuimos correos electrónicos a 
nadie fuera del Distrito. Si usted decide proporcionar su correo electrónico u otra información de contacto a su 
PTO/PTA, las Escuelas Públicas de Norwalk no son responsables de proteger la confidencialidad de dicha 
información, incluyendo cualquier tercero a los cuales el PTO/PTA pueda elegir compartir su información.   
 

Las direcciones de correo electr·nico sometidas a ñNPSconnectò ser§n emparejadas a los expedientes de la 
escuela de su niño que se almacenan en nuestro Sistema de Información de Estudiantes. Todos los correos 
electrónicos serán enviados desde de la Oficina Central o desde las oficinas de la escuelas individuales. Las 
noticias de PTA/PTO/PTC y alguna otra información relacionada de la escuela SE DEBEN someter al principal de 
escuela primero para la aprobación y entonces el director de escuela enviará las correspondencias aprobadas.  
 

Una vez que tengamos direcciones de correo electrónico de los padres, podemos comenzar la segunda etapa de 
ñNPSconnectò que proporcionar§ a los padres la capacidad de iniciar la conexi·n a una p§gina cibern®tica para ver 
así la asistencia de su niño. Usted recibirá un  correo electrónico con las instrucciones sobre cómo iniciar la 
conexión a este sistema cuando la página cibernética esté disponible. 
 

Sinceramente, 
Tony Daddona 

Asistente Superintendente                                                        
 

 

 

http://www.tinyurl.com/npsconnect


 
 
 

Second Grade  

Community Post Office  

 
Whaté 

Send &  mail letters & cards to students,teachers & staff at CMS.  

Howé 
Simply donate a nonperishable or canned food item to buy a stamp .  

Whené 
You may buy stamps before morning announcements in the front 

hallway by the main office or upstairs by the 2 nd grade classrooms.  

 

Dateé 
Monday, December 14 th , 2009  

t o 

Friday, December 18 th , 2009  

 

Deliveryé 
Your mail will be delivered by 3:00pm each day!  

 
Thank You for supporting the Second Grade Community Post Office!  

 



 
 

HELP WANTED!  

PARENT PHOTOGRAPHERS FOR EVERY CLASSROOM 

 

The yearbook needs lots of photos of all the great things that take place at our school during 
the school year, as well as photos for the end of year slide show and Columbus archive.   We 
want to have two photographers per classroom so there are photos of every Columbus 
student.  As classroom photographer you would be in charge of taking pictures of all the 
ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ Ŏƭŀǎǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊōƻƻƪ ŎƻƭƭŀƎŜ ŀƴd photos of any special event that 
takes place in their classroom or at Columbus school during the school year.   

!ŦǘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǇƘƻǘƻǎ ŀǊŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎŜƴǘ ǘƻ [ƻǊǊŀƛƴŜ DƻǊŘƻƴΩǎ Ŝ-mail address.  It is very 
important that you include in the subject line the teacher room number whose class you are 
sending in photos for so we know where the photos will need to go in the yearbook.   

LŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎƻǳƴŘǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ Ƨƻō ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŎƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳ ǘƘŜƴ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ 
send in the form below to be returned to the PTO mailbox.   

Lorraine Gordon (Co-Chair Yearbook) (203) 956-6301 , e-mail: gordon55@optonline.net 
Tina Ferrigno  (Co-Chair Yearbook) (203) 434-1298 

 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

I would like to be assigned the job of classroom photographer for the 2009-2010 school year. 

 

Name:______________________________Phone#___________________ 

 

Email Address:_________________________________________________ 

 

/ƘƛƭŘΩǎ bŀƳŜ:__________________________________________________ 

 

Teacher Name:_________________________Room#__________________ 
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COLUMBUS MAGNET SCHOOL NEW SPIRIT WEAR FOR THE HOLIDAYS! 

 

 

Boys Long Sleeve T-Shirt     Grey Size_____   Navy Size______ 

100% Cotton        

Sizes:  Medium (8/10), Large (14/16)    Total _$________  

Medium:  Chest 17ò, Length 22ò, Sleeve Length 18ò    

Large:  Chest 18ò, Length 24ò, Sleeve Length 20ò 

Colors:  Grey, Navy - White Logo 

Price:  $13.00 

 

Girls Short Sleeve Crew Neck T-Shirt    

100% Cotton     Fuchsia Medium Only_____Turquoise Size______  

Sizes:  Medium (8/10), Large (14/16)    

These shirts are tailored and form fitting, not boxy and long   Total _$________ 

Colors:  Fuchsia, Turquoise - White Logo 

Price:  $15.00 

 

Pajama Pants        

4oz., 100% Double Brushed European Style Flannel (Allow for 5% Shrinkage After Washing) 

Waist ï Taping with No Fly:  Small 20ò (6/8), Medium 23ò (8/10), Large 26ò (14/16), Adult Small 28" 

Inseam Length:  Small -23ò,  Medium ï 26ò, Large - 28.5ò, Adult Small ï 31ò 

Sizes:  Small _____, Medium_____, Large_____, Adult Small_____     

Color:  Blue Plaid with White Logo on Left Thigh     Total _$________ 

Price:  $20.00          

 

Knit Cap       Quantity:  ___  Total _$_________ 

100% Turbo Acrylic 

One Size 

Color:  Navy with White Logo 

Price:  $10.00 

 

Canvas Boat Tote      Quantity:  ___  Total _$_________ 

12 oz., 100% cotton  

Size:   18  1/2" high (plus Handles) X  13  1/2" width  X  5  1/2" depth 

Contrasting Handles and Bottom  

Outside Pocket 

Color:  Natural/Light Blue with Light Blue Logo 

Price:  $12.00       GRAND TOTAL: __$____________ 

 

 

Sizes and Quantities are Limited - First Come First Served Basis 

Delivery For New Orders is Friday, December 18 
 

Student Name: ___________________________  Phone: __________________________ 
 

Homeroom:  _______________  Teacher:  _______________________________________ 

 

Please be sure of your size and color choice before ordering as items are no longer returnable 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 

Announcingé  
Columbus Magnet Schoolôs Family Fun Night 

at My Three Sonôs in Norwalk 

Tuesday Jan 12
th

 6pm ï 8pm 
 

Included in the cost of admission are the soft play gym, laser tag, and the all new Balladium Ball Blaster system! 

 

Cost is $4 per person with a maximum of $10 per family.  Children 2 and under free.   

Money will be collected at the door. 

 

A raffle for a free childrenôs birthday party will be available! 

 

For any questions, please call Judy Wasserman at 203-246-9273, or E-Mail dajuma@optonline.net 
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Overtime Athletics is BACK at Columbus with 2 Great   

AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS THIS WINTER 
 

  
: 

8 week winter session ; Jan 20, 27, Feb 3, 10 ...school break...resume on Wed. Feb 24,  
Mar 3, 10 17   

Please circle the class you are participating in 
Wednesday: Ultra Sports (Grades K-2) 

3:45 ï 4:45pm (1/20/2010 ï 3/17/2010) 8 weeks $96 
 

Wednesday: Ultra Sports (Grades 3-5) 
3:45 ï 4:45pm (1/20/2010ï 3/17/2010) 8 weeks $96 

 
FORMS MUST BE RETURNED TO THE FAMILY ROOM with PAYMENT 

 (checks payable to CMS --indicate for OA) by Fri. Jan 8,  2010 

 
Submit to FAMILY ROOM ï OVERTIME ATHLETICS -Attn: Barbara Casa 

NOTE: SPACE IS LIMITED We will accept applications w/payment on a first come / first serve basis. 
 

Name: _______________________Grade: ________  Room # /Teacher: ________________ 
 

Parentôs Name: ______________________________________________________________ 
 

Phone: ________________________________Email: _______________________________ 
 

Emergency Contact/Phone: _____________________________________________________ 
 

Please return payment with registration form.  

Questions? Contact Barbara Garelick -Casa barbara@bgeprint.com  855 -9835  

Or Donna Spellman Spellman@optonline.net  831-9517 
                  

 

As parent/guardian of the above student, I certify that he/she is in excellent health and has no physical, mental 
or emotional problems which are likely to prevent participation.  I understand that the Parks and Recreation 

and/or CLINIC PROVIDER do not provide any medical payments coverage (insurance) and I am allowing my 
child to participate in this event at his/her own risk.  

 By my signature below, I ________________________(my printed name), agree to pay for any medical 
expenses incurred by my child __________________________ (my childôs printed name) as a result of 
participating in this sponsored activity and will not hold CLINIC PROVIDER, or itôs staff liable for any reason 

related to my childôs participation in the clinics. 
 

Date:_______________ Parent/Guardian Signature________________________________________________ 
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