
“GOING FOR THE GOLD” 

Columbus Magnet School            December 10, 2009 

 

THURSDAY NOTICE 
 

Important Dates 
Thursday, December 10     Parent/Child Book Club, 3:30 pm 
                                                        PTO General Mtg., 7:00pm 
Friday, December 11                         All School Mtg., 9:30 am 
                                               YA Mission Parent Mtg., 3:30pm 
Tuesday, December 15          Picture Retakes, 9:30 ð 11:00am 
                                                          Technology Mtg., 7:00pm 
Friday, December 18                          All School Mtg. 9:30 am 
                                         YA Mission Physical Fitness, 3:30pm  
                                                               YA, Gr. 3 & 4, 3:30 pm  
Wednesday, December 23                 Early Dismissal, 1:55pm 
December 24 ðJanuary 3                                  Holiday Recess             

 

The Columbus School Website is: 

www.norwalk.k12.ct.us/columbus 
Check it out! 

 

Reminder:  The Thursday Notice deadline is every Tuesday.  

Please email all submissions toTeri Gaberman, Parent 
Coordinator at: gabermant@norwalkps.org . 

 

All School Meetings 
Friday, December 11th, 9:30am: This meeting will be hosted 
by Grade Five and will include the Fifth Grade Connections 
Share. 
Friday, December 18th, 9:30am: Holiday Share Program 
 

Picture Retakes 
Picture Retake Day is scheduled for Tuesday, December 15th 
from 9:30am ð 11:00am in the gym.  If you would like a 
retake of your childõs photo, please return the original 
portrait package on that day.  Please be sure to remove the 
class picture before turning it in.   
 

CMS YEARBOOKS ON SALE NOW! 
 December 1 ð April 1 - $20.00 

(Please return the attached order form to the Family Room) 

Donõt Miss Out on This Keepsake! 
 

Holiday Plant Sale! 
This holiday season, the Columbus Magnet School PTO is 
sponsoring a Holiday Plant Sale Fundraiser.  Preorder either a 
6ó Poinsettia @ $10 or a 10ó Poinsettia @ $27.  (See attached 
order form). All orders must be returned on or before Friday, 
Dec. 11th. Poinsettia pick up will be on Monday, Dec. 14th 
from 3:00pm to 3:30pm in the Family Room.  Questions? 
Please contact Sheree McCormick at smccormick01@snet.net 
or #203-866-2095.    

Caring and Sharing at Columbus 
As the season of giving approaches, we must remember that 
there are families in our own school community who do not 
have the financial means to provide gifts for their children.  
With the help of social worker Nancy Fuzesi, we have 
compiled a òWish Listó of gifts.  If you would like to either 
buy gifts or make a monetary donation, please contact 
Adriana LõArchevesque at #203-840-9081 or 
Adriana@larchevesque.com.  

Young Astronauts  
A Young Astronauts Mission Meeting for Parents will be held 
on Friday, December 11th from 3:30pm to 5:00pm in the 
library. On December 18th from 3:30pm to 8:00pm, the YA 
Mission students will be participating in the physical fitness 
program during which dinner will be served.  For more 
information, please contact May Lou Buswell at #203-847-
7209.  Young Astronauts in Grades 3 and 4 will meet on 
Friday, December 18th at 3:30pm. 
 

Parent/Child Book Club 
The Parent/Child Book Club will meet on Thursday, 
December 10th at 3:30 ð 4:30 pm in the library to discuss 
òThe Year of the Dog: A Noveló by Grace Lin.òFrustrated at 
her seeming lack of talent for anything, a young Taiwanese 
American girl sets out to apply the lessons of the Chinese 
Year of the Dog, those of making best friends and finding 
oneself, to her own life.ó  This selection is another CT 
Nutmeg Nominee for 2010.  Come join the discussion and 
enjoy some refreshments.   

 

CMS Movie Night  
              new date: January 15th! 
Come out and support the 5th grade class by bringing the 
entire family to the CMS Movie Night on Friday, January 
15th, 2010 featuring Disneyõs òUP.ó  Doors will open at 6:30 
pm with the movie starting at 7:00 pm.  Pizza, Snacks and 
Drinks will be sold at the event.  Admission is $2.00 per 
person or $10 per family.  Please return all Movie Night 
forms to the Family Room on or before Wednesday, January 
13th. For questions, please contact Leigh Anne #847-2102 or 
Chrisy #857-4841. 

 

 

http://www.norwalk/
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CMS Student Showcase  
Back by popular demand, Columbus students will once again 
showcase their terrific hobbies and talents for the Columbus 
School community.  Perhaps you would like to sing (no lip 
synching, please!), play an instrument, perform a dance, 
demonstrate a martial arts or gymnastics exercise, read an 
original poem, etc.  The stage is yours!  You may perform 
anything of these with a friend. If you are interested, please 
fill out the attached form and return it on or before Friday, 
December 11th to Mrs. Goldbergõs mailbox in the Main 
Office.  Mrs. G and Mrs. Murtha, the Enrichment 
Coordinator will then meet with all interested students prior 
to the holiday break to preview student shares and give 
feedback.  Students will be able to spend time practicing 
their shares over the holiday break. 
 

Technology Committee Meeting  
The Columbus Technology Committee will meet on Tuesday, 
December 15th at 7:00pm in the library. 
 

Save the Date!!! 

Science Fair - The Columbus School Science Fair 
will be held on January 12th, 13th and 14th, 2010.  
Applications will be available from homeroom teachers 
beginning the week of December 7th.  Stay tuned for more 
details! 
 

Family Fun Night - The Columbus technology Committee 
will hold its Annual Family Fun Night Fundraiser on Tuesday, 
January 12th, 2010 from 6:00pm ð 8:00pm at My Three Sons 
in Norwalk.  Added to the fun this year is the all new 
òBalladium Ball Blaster System which will be included with 
the price of admission.  Please see the attached flyer for more 
information!  

CMS PTO News 
**The PTO Executive Board Meeting scheduled for December 
17th has been cancelled.  The Executive Board will reconvene 

on January 28th, 2010.** 
The CMS PTO is seeking nominations for all Executive Board 
positions with two year term beginning in the Fall of 2010.    
Available positions include:  (2) Co-Presidents, Treasurer, 
Recording Secretary and PTO Council Representative.  The 
current PTO Executive Board members are committed to 
providing assistance to incoming leaders.  Incoming leaders 
will be invited to shadow the existing team for the remainder 
of this school year and then will have available support as 
needed beginning in the fall.  Those who are interested 
should submit their names to either Donna Spellman at 
spellman@optonline.net  or Chrisy Limone at 
chris.limone@sbcglobal.net.  
 

Parent Volunteer Needed! 
Mrs. G is looking for a parent volunteer to assist with her 
Drama special activities group on Thursday afternoons from 
2:15-3:00pm.  Please contact Mrs. G if you are interested. 
 
 

2nd Grade Community Post Office  
The Second Grade Community Post Office will be open next 
week, starting on Monday, December 14th and ending on 
Friday, December 18th.  Students, teachers and staff members 
will be able to purchase stamps and stationary to mail letters 
and cards to your friends, teachers and staff members.  All 
you need to do is to bring in a nonperishable or canned food 
item such as soup, pasta, etc. to purchase stamps.  All food 
items will be donated to our local food bank. Write your 
letter to that special Columbus person, mail it and we will 
deliver it!  See the attached flyer and posters around the 
school for more information.  Parents who are interested in 
helping with the post office, please email second grade 
teacher Ms. Dee Walters at waltersd@nps.org.  

School Delays and Closings  
To find out the latest information regarding school delays 
and closings during inclement weather, please watch TV 
channels 3, 6, 8 or 12; listen to local AM and FM radio 
stations; check the NPS website:  
http//norwalkpublicschools.org; or call the Norwalk Public 
Schools Hotline at #203-854-4123.     
Before and After School E-Care: The YMCA E-Care program 
is not open when school is cancelled due to weather or when 
there is a delayed opening or early dismissal.   
 
 

F.Y.I Corner 
A Columbus parent is offering home organizing solutions for 
the holidays.  Please call #203-525-2043 for a free 
consultation. 
 

Community News 
Come celebrate the season with an evening of song and 
dance at the Childrenõs Christmas Show on Saturday, 
December 19th at 5:00pm at the Norwalk United Methodist 
Church. A $10 donation per person is suggested.  Proceeds 
will benefit the Heifer Project ð an international mission to 
end world hunger. Refreshments will be served. For more 
information, please call#866-3707 
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Itôs Time To Reserve Your Columbus Memories! 
 

2009 ï 2010 Columbus Magnet School Yearbook  
 

Student Photos -  Class Photos -  Activities -  Teachers -  Candids -  Original 

Artwork  
 

Donôt Miss Out ï All Grades Included  
 

 

 

¶ Pre ðordering now guarantees that your student will get a yearbook  

¶ Yearbooks will be delivered before the end of the school year in June  

¶ Fifth Grade students receive a Yearbook at no cost, compliments of the 

Columbus Magnet Scho ol PTO and do not need to order one !  

 

         Questions? Please contact: Lorraine Gordon 956 - 6301  

    Tina Ferrigno 434 - 1298  
 

Cover Art By:  Ashley Colman  

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

 

2009 ï 2010 Columbus Yearbook Order Form  
Name______________________________________  
 

Grade_______________Class # ______Teacher ______________  

 

Parent Name __________________________________  
 

Phone/email __________________________________  
 

Number of Yearbooks Ordered _____ Amount Enclosed $____________  

 

Yearbook orders will be collected from December 1
st

 through April 1, 2010  

Yearbook Cost: $20.00  

 

Please make checks payable to:  Columbus Magnet School PTO  

 

Return form and payment to the PTO mailbox in the school office .  

 



 
HOLIDAY PLANT SALE FUNDRAISER  

 

 
 

BUY YOUR HOLIDAY PLANTS HERE  
& 

SUPPORT COLUMBUS MAGNET SCHOOL 
 
 

 
Questions?  Contact Sheree McCormick at smccormick01@snet.net  or Tel:  866 -2095  

____________________________________________________________________  
RETURN ORDER FORM TO FAMILY ROOM NO LATER THAN FRI DAY, DECEMBER 1 1 th  

Pick- up will be on Monday, December 14 th  from 3 - 3:30pm in the Family Room  
 

Family Name:  _____________________ _______________________________     

Small (6ó) Poinsettia Plant(s)    x $10.00 each              $____________  

Large (10ó) Poinsettia Plant(s)   x $27.00 each                              $____________ 

 

                                                    TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED $____________  

 
(Please make checks payable to Columbus Magnet PTO)  

 
Thank You for your Support!!!  

 

 

 

 

mailto:smccormick01@snet.net
http://www.1stinflowers.com/pics/tf/info/poinsettia_350.jpg
http://www.1stinflowers.com/pics/tf/info/poinsettia_350.jpg
http://www.1stinflowers.com/pics/tf/info/poinsettia_350.jpg
http://www.1stinflowers.com/pics/tf/info/poinsettia_350.jpg
http://www.1stinflowers.com/pics/tf/info/poinsettia_350.jpg
http://www.1stinflowers.com/pics/tf/info/poinsettia_350.jpg
http://www.1stinflowers.com/pics/tf/info/poinsettia_350.jpg
http://www.1stinflowers.com/pics/tf/info/poinsettia_350.jpg
http://www.1stinflowers.com/pics/tf/info/poinsettia_350.jpg
http://www.1stinflowers.com/pics/tf/info/poinsettia_350.jpg


 
 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November, 2009 
   

Dear Columbus Families and Staff Members, 

Our PTO invites you to be a part of an exciting evening for ñgrown upsô onlyò. This yearôs silent auction will be 

on March 19, 2010 at the Chatham Manor. This will be a combined fund-raiser and social event complete with 

music, dinner, cocktails and a wonderful silent auction. 

To make this evening successful we need your help! The purpose of this auction is to raise funds needed to 

ensure that the many special activities, programs and field trips enjoyed by our children will continue now and 

well into the future. It is these little extras that make our school stand out and be such an exciting place to learn. 

How can YOU help? Itôs simpleé First and foremost, SAVE THE DATE: Friday, March 19, 2010. Secondly, 

donate to our silent auction. Be creativeé if you have a trade or special skill; donate a specified number of 

hours or services worth a specific dollar amount (I.e. wood working, computer instruction, plumbing, 

hairstyling, car repair, etc.). You can donate a new or unused item (i.e. autographed memorabilia, framed 

artwork, etc.). How about a gift certificate to a local business or restaurants that you frequent? Cooking lessons 

and even wine suggestions for a group of 6 would be a fun item for bidders. Tickets to the movies, plays and 

sporting events make great donations as well. The possibilities are truly limitless. 

If you know someone in the business community you would like to solicit for donations, we can forward a copy 

of our request letter and donation form. These are also available in the Family room. Please let us know which 

businesses you will be contacting so we do not duplicate efforts. We hope that this first notice gives you plenty 

of time to prepare (and maybe find a sitter for the evening). 

The Silent Auction has proven very successful and we are hoping that you, the wonderful Columbus families 

will  participate. Thank you in advance for your consideration to this request. Please feel free to reach out to us if 

you have any questions, need ideas, more information or simply want to help in the planning of this event. 

 
Sincerely, 
The Auction Committee 
 
Amy Comunale    Kathie Oberst 
mrscomunale@gmail.com  koberst2001@yahoo.com 
203.981.7025    203.247.0172 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
 
Silent Auction Committee 
Columbus Magnet School 
46 Concord Street 
Norwalk, CT 06854 

(203) 899-2840 
 

CMS Fundraising Silent Auction  

DONATION FORM 
Each auction item needs to have a full and complete description of the following:  
ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎΣ ǿƘŀǘ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƛǎ ǎŜǊǾŜǎΣ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘΣ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǊŜǘŀƛƭ 
ǾŀƭǳŜΣ ŀƴȅ ǳƴƛǉǳŜ ƻǊ ƭƛƳƛǘƛƴƎ ŘŜǘŀƛƭǎ όƛǎ ƛǘ ŀ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƻǊǎΩ ƛǘŜm or an antique).  
 
Description of Item/Service:          
              
 

Fair Market Value:            
 

Restrictions/Effective Dates:          
 

Donor Name:       Tel:      
 

Donor Mailing Address:           

              
 

Donor Email Address:           
 

 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Solicited By:       Tel:      
 

 

Please select one of the following:    
 

(   ) Certificate Attached   (   ) Donor will Deliver  (   ) Pick up Arrangement Necessary 
 
 
 
           

 
 

 

 

 

In order for all items to be included in the auction catalog, we must ask for all donations no later 

than Friday, February 5
th
. Early donations are greatly appreciated. Thank you in advance for your 

adherence. 



 

 

                           
 
 

 

CMS Student Showcase  
Friday, January 8, 2010 

 
Back by popular demand, Columbus students will once again showcase their terrific 
hobbies and talents for the Columbus School community.  Perhaps you would like to 
sing (no lip synching, please!), play an instrument, perform a dance, demonstrate a 
martial arts or gymnastics exercise, read an original poem, etc.  The stage is yours!  You 
may perform anything of these with a friend. If you are interested, please fill out the 
form below and return it on or before Friday, December 11th to Mrs. 'ÏÌÄÂÅÒÇȭÓ ÍÁÉÌÂÏØ 
in the Main Office.  Mrs. G and Mrs. Murtha, the Enrichment Coordinator will then meet 
with all interested students prior to the holiday break to preview student shares and give 
feedback.  Students will be able to spend time practicing  their shares over the holiday 
break. 
 

 

CMS Student Showcase 
 

Name:______________________________________________________________________ 
 
Grade:______________       Teacher:_____________________________________________ 
 
I would like to  ______________________________________________________________ 
                           
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
(i.e. sing (name of song), dance to (name of song), etc.  
 
 

Please print your inf ÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÃÌÅÁÒÌÙ ÁÎÄ ÒÅÔÕÒÎ ÔÏ -ÒÓȢ 'ȭÓ ÍÁÉÌÂÏØ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ  
Main Office on or before Friday, December 11 th .  Thank You!  



 

 
Dear Parents/Guardians:                                                                                       December 3, 2009 
 
You are now able to register your email address to Norwalk Public Schools to receive school district 
communications.  ñNPSconnectò is the districtôs portal to enter your email information.  Go to the URL 
www.tinyurl.com/npsconnect.  You will need your childôs student ID number to register. 
 

THE STUDENT ID IS A SIX DIGIT ID NUMBER ALL STUDENTS USE TO INITIALLY LOG-ON TO SCHOOL COMPUTERS.  
THIS NUMBER IS ALSO PRINTED ON YOUR CHILD'S REPORT CARD (6 DIGITS). IF YOU CANNOT FIND THE 

NUMBER, PLEASE GO IN PERSON TO YOUR SCHOOL'S MAIN OFFICE AND ASK FOR YOUR CHILD'S ID NUMBER. ID 

NUMBERS WILL NOT BE GIVEN OUT OVER THE PHONE. 
 
Registering your email address will enable the Norwalk Schools to provide you with important information via 
email.  This information can now be sent to you instantly while saving time, paper and printing costs.  By 
adding your email address, you are giving your approval for school administrators to send you emails.   
 
If you have more than one child attending Norwalk Public Schools, you must fill out a separate form for each 
child. Remember to ñhitò submit for each form you complete. 

 
NPSconnecté connecting the Norwalk Schools with you! 

PLEASE NOTE: The Norwalk Public Schools will uphold Family Education Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) 
regulations.  We do not sell or distribute emails to anyone outside the District.  If you choose to provide your 
email or other contact information to your PTO/PTA, Norwalk Public Schools is not responsible for protecting 
the confidentiality of that information, including any third party to whom the PTO/PTA may choose to share 
your information.   

Email addresses submitted to NPSconnect will be matched to your childôs school records that are stored in our 
Student Information System.  All emails will be sent out from Central Office or from the individual school 
offices.  PTA/PTO/PTC news and other related school information MUST be submitted to the school principal 

first for approval, and then the school principal will send out approved correspondences.  

Once we have email addresses from parents, we can begin the second stage of NPSconnect which will 
provide parents the ability to login to a website to check their childôs attendance.  You will be emailed 

instructions on how to log-on to this system when the website is made available. 

Sincerely, 

Tony Daddona 

Assistant Superintendent                          
 

http://www.tinyurl.com/npsconnect


 
Estimados Padres/Encargados:                                                                    2009 

 
Ahora usted podrá registrar su correo electrónico en las Escuelas Públicas de Norwalk para recibir comunicados del 
distrito escolar.  ñNPSconnectò es el portal del distrito para tener acceso al proceso de inscripción.  Vaya al URL 
www.tinyurl.com/npsconnect.  Usted necesitará el número de identificación de estudiante de su niño para 
registrarse. 
 

EL ñIDò DEL ESTUDIANTE ES UN NÚMERO DE IDENTIFICACIÓN DE SEIS DÍGITOS QUE TODOS LOS ESTUDIANTES 

UTILIZAN AL INICIAR LA CONEXIÓN EN LAS COMPUTADORAS DE LAS ESCUELAS.  
ESTE NÚMERO TAMBIÉN SE IMPRIME EN LA TARJETA DEL INFORME DE SU NIÑO (6 DÍGITOS). SI USTED NO PUEDE 

ENCONTRAR EL NÚMERO, POR FAVOR VAYA EN PERSONA A LA OFICINA PRINCIPAL DE SU ESCUELA Y PIDA EL NÚMERO 

DE IDENTIFICACIÓN DE SU NIÑO. LOS NÚMEROS DE IDENTIFICACIÓN NO SERÁN DADOS A TRAVÉS DEL TELÉFONO. 
 

La registración de su correo electrónico permitirá a las Escuelas de Norwalk proporcionarle información importante 
a través del correo electrónico.  Esta información puede ser enviada al instante ahorrando así tiempo y costos de 
papel e impresión. Agregando su correo electrónico, usted estará dando su aprobación para que los 
administradores de la escuela le envíen mensajes electrónicos. 
   
Si usted tiene más de un niño que asiste a las Escuelas Públicas de Norwalk, usted debe completar una forma 
separada por cada ni¶o. Recuerde ñpresionarò la tecla de someter para cada formulario que usted complete. 
 
¡NPSconnecté conectando las Escuelas de Norwalk con usted! 
 

POR FAVOR NOTE: Las Escuelas Públicas de Norwalk mantendrán los Derechos de la Educación de la Familia y 
las Regulaciones del Acto de Privacidad (FERPA). Nosotros no vendemos ni distribuimos correos electrónicos a 
nadie fuera del Distrito. Si usted decide proporcionar su correo electrónico u otra información de contacto a su 
PTO/PTA, las Escuelas Públicas de Norwalk no son responsables de proteger la confidencialidad de dicha 
información, incluyendo cualquier tercero a los cuales el PTO/PTA pueda elegir compartir su información.   
 

Las direcciones de correo electr·nico sometidas a ñNPSconnectò ser§n emparejadas a los expedientes de la 
escuela de su niño que se almacenan en nuestro Sistema de Información de Estudiantes. Todos los correos 
electrónicos serán enviados desde de la Oficina Central o desde las oficinas de la escuelas individuales. Las 
noticias de PTA/PTO/PTC y alguna otra información relacionada de la escuela SE DEBEN someter al principal de 
escuela primero para la aprobación y entonces el director de escuela enviará las correspondencias aprobadas.  
 

Una vez que tengamos direcciones de correo electrónico de los padres, podemos comenzar la segunda etapa de 
ñNPSconnectò que proporcionar§ a los padres la capacidad de iniciar la conexi·n a una p§gina cibern®tica para ver 
así la asistencia de su niño. Usted recibirá un  correo electrónico con las instrucciones sobre cómo iniciar la 
conexión a este sistema cuando la página cibernética esté disponible. 
 

Sinceramente, 
Tony Daddona 

Asistente Superintendente                                                        
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Second Grade  

Community Post Office  

 
Whaté 

Send &  mail letters & cards to students,teachers & staff at CMS.  

Howé 
Simply donate a nonperishable or canned food item to buy a stamp .  

Whené 
You may buy stamps before morning announcements in the front 

hallway by the main office or upstairs by the 2 nd grade classrooms.  

 

Dateé 
Monday, December 14 th , 2009  

t o 

Friday, December 18 th , 2009  

 

Deliveryé 
Your mail will be delivered by 3:00pm each day!  

 
Thank You for supporting the Second Grade Community Post Office!  


